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1.1 Outline 
 
Generative artificial intelligence (AI) encompasses a broad range of AI algorithms that include technologies specifically designed for generating text, images, videos, and music. These systems utilise deep learning techniques and extensive data sets to understand, summarise, predict and create new content. 
ChatGPT is an example of a type of generative AI technology (a Large Language Model) that provides text-based responses. But other generative AI technologies such as DALL-E, WaveNet and MuseNet can generate images, music and audio content. Similarly, video synthesis models can generate or manipulate videos in unique ways. This policy is primarily written to address the use of Large Language Models such as Chat GPT, however its principles should also be applied to the appropriate use of all classifications of generative AI, including text, image, video, and music outputs, within Buckswood school. 
 
1.2 Purpose 
 
Generative AI technologies have the potential to be transformative across the economy, and at Buckswood we recognise both their potential in improving the educational experience that we can provide, as well as the need to provide our students with the skills to work with and live with these technologies beyond their time at Buckswood.  
 
This policy is intended to ensure that Generative AI is used in a responsible and productive manner by teachers and students in school. It outlines guidelines for appropriate use of Generative AI, including acceptable activities and behaviours, as well as potential consequences for misuse. 
 
1.3 Scope 
 
This policy applies to all staff (including teachers, residential staff, admin staff etc) and students who have access to Generative AI through the school's network or other technology resources. 
 
2 Acceptable Use: 
 
As with all technology platforms, teachers and students should check the Terms of Use for the technology, and ensure that students are aware of the need to obtain the appropriate permissions from parents/guardians.  For example, the ChatGPT Terms of Use state: “You must be at least 13 years old to use the Services. If you are under 18 you must have your parent or legal guardian’s permission to use the Services”. At Buckswood, students 12 and under are not allowed to use the services, doing so will be a breach of the school’s policy on internet use. Parents of students aged 13 and over reserve the right to ask the school to limit access to these services.  
 
Recognising the rapid technology developments in this field, we will keep this section under review.  Teachers and Students are invited to recommend new additions to this section, this will be encouraged through ongoing discussion during Inset training (teachers) and school council (students). 
 
The use of Generative AI must be referenced (see section 3) and teachers and students must be aware of the limitations that these systems have (see section 4).  Teachers and students may use Generative AI for the following activities: 
 
Research: Generative AI can be used to answer questions related to course content or research topics, allowing for quick and efficient information retrieval. Students are allowed to use Generative AI for research purposes, including gathering information for assignments and projects. However, students are reminded that the use of Generative AI should be supplemental to their own research efforts and should not replace their own critical thinking and analysis.  In particular, students must use their own knowledge to check that the AI-generated output is accurate and free from error. 
 
Writing assistance: Generative AI can be used to help with the writing process, such as mindmapping ideas or proofreading written work.  It can also be used to develop a first draft from a prompt, and to summarise a large text or expand a small number of points into a longer text. 
 
Language learning: Generative AI can be used to practice and improve language skills, such as translation, grammar, vocabulary, and conversation. 
 
Virtual assistant: Generative AI can be used to perform tasks such as scheduling or organising assignments. 
 
Teaching resources: Teachers are encouraged to use Generative AI as a tool to enhance their teaching and learning activities. They may use Generative AI to generate text-based resources such as schemes of work, lesson plans, class notes, and reading/revision materials.  It can also be used to tailor materials to specific students, eg making it more accessible for SEN pupils. However, it is important that teachers exercise caution when using Generative AI and ensure that the generated content is accurate, appropriate, and relevant to the learning objectives of their students.   
 
Residential Tutor resources: such as activity planners, weekend trips, quiz night, risk assessment. 
 
Feedback and reports: Generative AI technologies have the potential to support teachers to provide high quality, tailored feedback to students.  If teachers wish to use the technology for this purpose, they must retain responsibility for making sure that the output is appropriate, accurate, relevant to and beneficial for the student in question .  Teachers should be aware of the privacy implications set out in section 2.1.  
 
Teachers are reminded that whatever tools or resources are used in the production of lesson plans, administrative plans, policies or documents, the quality and content of the final document remains the professional responsibility of the person who produces it and the organisation they belong to.  
 
2.1 Unacceptable Use: 
 
Recognising the rapid technology developments in this field, we will keep this section under review.  Teachers and Students are invited to recommend new additions to this section, this will be encouraged through ongoing discussion during Inset training (teachers) and school council (students). 
 
It is likely that the terms of use for generative AI technologies will put the onus on the user to provide content in accordance with relevant laws.   In the context of the school use, this is most likely to be in relation to privacy data and GDPR, but there are also implications for copyright that users need to be aware of.  There have been some high profile cases of data breach and loss of intellectual property via Chat GPT.  Buckswood’s policy on the use of Generative AI has been informed by our commitment to safeguarding in (Keeping Children Safe in Education, 2022) and equality (Equality Act 2010). 
 
The following activities are not permitted when using Generative AI: 
 
Personal and sensitive information sharing: Data privacy laws, including those under GDPR, apply to any information provided to Generative AI technologies.  Therefore, unless you have the appropriate legal permissions, teachers and students may not share personal or sensitive information about themselves or others when using Generative AI. Any data entered should not be identifiable and should be considered released to the internet. 
 
Inappropriate language or content: Any use of Generative AI to generate inappropriate, offensive, or discriminatory language or content is strictly prohibited. 
 
Cheating: Generative AI may not be used to cheat on homework/assignments, quizzes, or exams. When using Generative AI for work, it must be properly referenced, see below (section 3)  
 
Misuse of resources: Users may not use Generative AI in a way that consumes an excessive amount of network bandwidth or computing resources. 
 
2.2 Consequences of Misuse 
 
Any misuse of Generative AI will result in consequences, as determined by the school in line with its behaviour policy, namely the sections on academic honesty and internet use. Consequences may include disciplinary action, revocation of internet access, or other appropriate measures. 
 
3. Guidelines on Referencing Generative AI: 
 
When referencing Generative AI-generated text, students and teachers should clearly indicate that the content was generated by Generative AI. For example, they may use phrases such as "According to Generative AI," "Generated by Generative AI," or "As suggested by Generative AI." 
 
It is important that students and teachers properly cite the sources they used, including Generative AI-generated text, using the appropriate citation style. Students and teachers are reminded that plagiarism, including the use of Generative AI-generated text without proper attribution, is a serious academic offense that may result in disciplinary action. 
 
Teachers are encouraged to set a positive example by referencing their own use of Generative AI technologies to their students.  
 
4. Key considerations for teachers 
To support teachers, Cambridge International recommends they… 
· Understand the strengths and weaknesses of LLMs and the technology that underpins AI tools, such as Generative AI. On the one hand, they might be a good way for students to create an essay framework or to help them compile a written response from multiple AI outputs. On the other, these tools can suffer from ‘hallucination’ and make factual errors that, on the face of it, look highly plausible, so it is a good idea to work with students on how to check for inaccuracies and inherent bias.  
· Carefully consider the command words they might want to use with students, as they engage with such tools. Examples could include: prompt, compile, modify, correct, improve upon, generate, challenge - all of which foster higher-order thinking and deeper levels of understanding. 
· Collaborate on the changing nature of assignments and tasks they set for students and to consider ways they could ask for evidence of understanding that is not just based on prose or short text – for example, label a diagram, deliver a presentation, employ the Socratic method, or create a flow chart. Using images alongside thinking routines, such as See, Think, Wonder, can help to both uncover student thinking, as well as to develop it. Also, requiring students to draw on specific perspectives or examples from class in their written work will ensure contextualisation that is harder for generative AI to reproduce. 
· Ask students to reference their sources and create bibliographies, as LLMs currently struggle to provide accurate citations – although this seems likely to change soon. 
 
5. Other considerations: 
 
One expected implication of generative AI technology is more credible scam emails, for example requesting payment. Whilst not substantially different from content they might find online, it is worth being aware that people interact with generative AI differently and the content that generative AI produces may seem more authoritative and believable. 
 
It’s therefore more important than ever that teachers are informed and apply their judgement to manage cyber risks.  
 
6. Conclusion: 
 
The use of Generative AI, such as ChatGPT, in the school context can provide many benefits for both teachers and students. However, it is important that Generative AI is used responsibly and appropriately. This policy aims to guide teachers and students on the appropriate use of Generative AI and to promote academic integrity and responsibility. 
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