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	Location and disseminations
	A copy of the policy can be found in the school admin office. 

	The context of the policy and its relationship to other policies 
	This policy should be considered in conjunction with other written policies on teaching and learning, behaviour, health and safety, medicines, school visits, child protection and safeguarding.



Buckswood School is an Independent, International Co-educational Secondary Boarding School,  pupils are aged between 11-19. Although we are a non-selective school, we are limited when offering therapeutic support, but this can be discussed with the admissions team. 
Buckswood supports students with a range of individual needs through adaptive teaching methods and a multi-sensory environment. Buckswood can support students with: Specific learning needs such as Dyslexia as well as a range of diagnosed conditions such as ADHD and Autism if their needs can be met within quality first teaching and Personalised 1:1 teaching with the SENCo. Additional 1:1 support in the classroom would need to be funded be the parents/carers. The admissions team will support parents to liaise with the SENCo, to discuss the individual needs of a prospective student and to evaluate whether or not the student’s needs can be met by the school. 
As a school, we aim to nurture every student so that they can be the best they can be and work in a fully inclusive manner to ensure that they are given the opportunity to achieve their full potential. The ethos at Buckswood School is one which values the individuality of every student. The School motto is ‘Ad Vitam Paramus’ – we are preparing for life. To this end, all staff are committed to meeting the individual needs of each student within their classroom, particularly by developing and reinforcing self-esteem and by encouraging a positive attitude to life. Each student is helped to achieve a feeling of success in some aspect of school life and every effort made to instil a sense of pride in self and work. 
Buckswood’s SEND Policy is consistent with the fundamental principles contained in the Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice: 0 to 25 years (September 2015) and the Equalities Act 2010. We recognise that students with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) may have needs that fall into one or more of the following categories as outlined in the SEND Code of Practice (2015): Communication and Interaction, such as difficulties with speech, language, or social communication; Cognition and Learning, including specific learning difficulties like dyslexia; Social, Emotional, and Mental Health challenges, such as anxiety or behavioural needs; and Sensory and/or Physical Needs, including visual or hearing impairments or physical disabilities.
We believe in providing every possible opportunity to develop the full potential of all students. All students will have the right to a broad and balanced curriculum, including extra-curricular activities and full access to the curriculum offered by the school. We work in close partnership with Parents and Carers who play an active part in their child’s education and value input from them, as well as the Students themselves whose views are taken into account.
Each learner identified as having SEND, is entitled to support that is "additional to or different from" a normal differentiated curriculum through 1:1 PEN (Personal Educational needs) lessons. The type of support is dependent on the individual learning needs, and is intended to enable access to learning and overcome the barriers to learning identified.

	How does Buckswood School know if my child needs extra help?
	Students with additional needs are supported at Buckswood, and we make every effort to ensure that they make good progress, and are well prepared for the next stage in their education. As soon as we know that they are coming to Buckswood, we gather as much information from Parents, previous school and outside agencies. Once the student is in school, we identify needs by:
· Listening to the students (Pupil voice).
· Acting on concerns raised by teachers, parents, welfare and boarding staff.
· Carrying out assessments and reviewing results.
· Creating an Individual education Plans (IEP) if required.
· Checking on termly assessment feedback.
· Reviewing targets and setting new targets.
· Applying the process of Assess- Plan –do- Review.
· Contacting Specialist agencies where necessary.



	What do I do If I think my child may have a Special Educational Need or Disability?
	Contact your child’s Form or Head of year in the first instance who will then discuss concerns with the SENCo and arrange a meeting to plan a way forward.
Alternatively contact can be made directly with the SENCo Rtannett@Buckswood.co.uk 



	How will I know how Buckswood supports my child?
	We try and work closely with all our parents to ensure that all students make progress and are happy.
· There are regular reports for parents to access.
· We have an open door policy, so concerns and next steps can be discussed. 
· Termly assessment reports which outline attitude to learning, progress and attainment.
· All students are encouraged to attend access time with subject specific teachers.
· Some students may also have additional 1-1 lessons. These extra lessons incur an additional cost. Students on a PEN (Personalised Educational Needs) programme will be reviewed regularly.
· Some students may use alternative methods of recording information; such as using a laptop with software or a reader pen. Additional resourcing requirements will be discussed with parents and they may incur an additional cost. The school has an acceptable use of laptop policy.


	How will the curriculum be matched to my child’s needs?
	Teachers are responsible for the progress and development of all children in their classes, including those with SEND.
· Teachers will liaise with the SENCo and also access the PEN register to identify a students’ needs.
· Teachers will deliver high quality teaching that is differentiated and personalised so that individual needs are met.
· Teachers will plan lessons to ensure there are no barriers to learning. 
· Specific resources and strategies will be used to support every child individually and in groups.
· Teachers will use appropriate assessments to set outcomes which are challenging yet achievable.



	How will you help me to support my child’s learning?
	Parents will support their child at home in order to work in partnership with the school. Buckswood School can also offer the following:
· Provide information about their child’s specific needs.
· Share curriculum information via the school website.
· Individual support for parents if requested.
· Ensure reports from outside agencies e.g. Educational Psychologist and statements of need, which contain suggestions for home working are shared and explained with parents/carers.
· Close contact with Parents/Carers to best understand the student’s needs and planning next steps/targets.




	What support is there for my child’s overall well-being?
	Students have access to the following:
· Designated Safeguarding Lead 
· The Hub- where advice can be sought about welfare issues and safeguarding.
· Signposting to mental health and wellbeing services.
· A qualified Mental health nurse 
· General Health Centre-BHS
· Pastoral staff – Form Tutors, key stage leaders. 
· Head of Boarding, house staff.
· PSHE curriculum
· Equal opportunities for after school enrichment activities.
· The school operates a robust Behaviour policy, with clear sanctions and rewards as well as close monitoring of students’ behaviour over time. 
· Extra-curricular activities to boost self-esteem and confidence. 



	What Specialist Services are available in school, or can be accessed by the school
	· School staff are well qualified and experienced with a range of Additional needs.
· If required there are a range of other professional services we can call on although these will be likely to incur an additional cost:
· Educational Psychologist
· Dyslexia Assessor
· CAMHS referrals (Child and adolescent mental health services) 
· Counselling

	How will my child be included in activities outside the classroom – including school trips
	· Activities and trips are available to all.
· Risk Assessments and procedures are in place to enable all children to participate in school activities and events.
· If 1-1 support is required it may incur an extra cost.

	How will Buckswood School prepare and support my child on entry, on transfer to another school, or post 16 provision.
	· Before entry to our school we will gather as much information as possible to help them settle in quickly.
· Open days are for Parents and students to get a better understanding of the ethos of the school. 
· Students are also offered taster days to see how the school works, understand expectations, procedures, school routines and for them to see whether it suits them.
·  Some quick assessments may also take place on the taster days to help us to plan for entry to the school’s curriculum.
· Once we know that a student has additional needs, we will make contact with the parents to decide on desired outcomes and a plan to support these targets. All staff are made aware of new students and their additional needs. 

Transfer to another school: 
· Whenever a Student moves to another school, we will pass on the records of the student. If the student has additional needs, we will also:
· Pass on SEND records to the new school.
· Liaise with the SENCo/HEAD of new school where possible to clarify any information necessary, so that there is a smooth transition to new school/College.
 
Post 16 provision: As with any of our 6th formers, SEND pupils can access the services above. They are given extra help in the application process for university /vocational education. 


	How is the decision made about how much, or what support my child needs? 
	· Following assessment, a clear picture of the student’s needs will be available. 
· The SENCo will plan the provision that is needed for the student to access the curriculum. 
· Staff will closely track the progress of the targets set, will ensure that the provision matches the need. 
· Provision will be increased, decreased, withdrawn as necessary.
· Parents will remain involved and informed with any decisions.
· Teachers will monitor students throughout assessments. A decision will be made if a student requires access arrangements; support in examinations dependent on the evidence and or reports from specialists and their normal way of working.


	How accessible is the school site?
	Buckswood has an Accessibility Plan in place. The physical environment varies and it is advised that parents should visit the site to check suitability for their child.
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