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Wednesday June 22nd 2022

Newsletter

A message from the Headmaster
Saturday – three acts all in one – an amazing family show for all to enjoy! What a great
weekend! The theme of the day was all things British (mainly due the fact that I managed
to get all the bunting and paraphernalia half price post jubilee celebrations!).
We started off the day with morning assembly where we had a traditional service of thanks
with a strong message about the journey of life and the importance of friendship. We sang
the national anthem (both verses) as well as being treated to some excellent readings and
singing from members of the school. After assembly we headed to the Headmasters lawn
for lunch*
Act 2 was sports on the field. This year we combined some traditional sports with a sort of
'it’s a knock out style' fun and games. There was something for everyone, from the 100m
race, welly wanging, tug of war, the sack race and to finish it off the inter house boat race. I
did note that the egg and spoon race had been dropped this year – and I had been
practicing for weeks! It was great to see a healthy balance of fun and serious competition.
Sports over we headed to the courtyard for a quick interval with ice cream and a cuppa!
Act 3 Prize giving and graduation in the sports hall. The hall was decked out in all of its
finest gear. Speeches were given, prizes handed out, thank yous of appreciation were made
and then the graduation ceremony, including the usual hat throwing and ringing of the
school bell, were fulfilled. Oh and we all joined into a version of we will rock you – lead by
the prefects, Paddington bear and a cup and saucer – work that one out if you can!
The Upper 6th were then whisked away in some amazing Hummer like limos to a
restaurant in town.
It was an amazing day for all – thank you so much one and all for your participation.
However for me the best of the day was when all had left, and those who had done their 9-5
had gone home, the campus came alive as the House staff and the boarders all pulled
together to clear the campus up and get it back to normal – there was an amazing spirt of
co-operation and working as a team right up to nightfall – again thank you!
It’s the last week of term, I have end of year finances to sign off, BOSS (our award winning
summer school) to get geared up so that it can open next week and I must pack (I hate
packing) as I lead a group of 18 young adventurers off to Eswatini, Southern Africa for two
weeks!
I am signing off for now – enjoy the holiday! As ever if you need anything we are on the end
of the email!
*we were slightly let down, last minute by our catering suppliers due to unforeseen
circumstances, nevertheless the kitchens battled on and sandwiches and cake kept coming.
However school, let this be a lesson please. My mother had a code when more guests than
expected had arrived for dinner and perhaps there was not enough their – it was FHB
(family hold back). It is always polite to let guests go first and then for us all to follow,
believe me there are enough eggs, beans and toast in the kitchen to feed a small army, one
could have popped into see the chef and he would sorted you out no problem!
THANK YOU
I am very grateful for all of the generous gifts that I have been given especially from those
that have been awarded a credit from my legacy fund – your generosity is much
appreciated. I promise to get round to writing my bread and butter letters later!
Boarders – please ensure that you have filled in your end of term travel form - click below:

Boarders: departure form

A taste of sports day... more to follow:

A message from the Academic Principal
At the end of a year that started under Covid restrictions, it was great to celebrate the end
of the academic year in style on Saturday, during our sports and speech day celebrations.
Well done to all those that graduated and took part in the day, particularly those that won
awards for their outstanding academic work.
I want to say a particular well done to all of our Form 5 and Upper Sixth students who have
taken exams this year. You have had to endure enormous disruption over the last couple of
years, in the build up to these exams. Upper Sixth have been disproportionately affected,
as they didnt have the opportunity to sit GCSEs and have had very little mock experience.
Taking that into consideration, all you should be proud of the efforts you have put into
preparing accordingly for these tests, I know a number of you have been to multiple access
times and revision sessions and I am sure this will make all the difference. Thank you also
goes to your teachers, who have facilitated this for you.
We are already making plans for the new academic year in September, we have new
curriculum offerings in place (namely Law at A level, an Enterprise course and the
reintroduction of Chinese at GCSE) and a revamped P7 activity slot, that includes circuit
training, Tennis, female boxercise, and more...
Wishing you all a great summer.
M Shaw

GCSE and Science
Port Lympne animal park, Kent
AS biology students, IB students and selected form 4 and form 5 students came face to face
with prehistoric life sized creatures, the most fearsome creatures to ever walk the Earth in
the UK’s largest dinosaur forest at Port Lympne wild Animal Park! The students marvelled
at the tremendous T Rex, stared at the Stegosaurus, felt the terror of the Pterodactyl and
delighted at the sheer size of the diplodocus!
Aspinall Foundation and Port Lympne with their sister park Howletts’s commitment is to
conservation, through captive breeding, education and reintroduction. As an animal
charity, they are working in some of the world’s most fragile environments to save
endangered animals.
The Aspinall Foundation's founder, John Aspinall, dreamed of reintroducing gorillas bred
at Howletts and Port Lympne back to the wild. The reintroduction of animals into their
natural habitats can help conserve wildlife and their environment.
Over the past few years alone, they have bred, nurtured and released hundreds of animals
from their animal parks back to the wild where they belong. From the wild animal parks in
Kent and other collections in Europe plus working in situ in Congo, Gabon and Java they
have released 8 black rhino, 180 primates, 11 European bison and over 70 western lowland
gorillas back to the wild.
The students engaged in a fascinating conservation talk on the lowland gorilla followed by a
long safari around the park to see many of the animals except the giraffes who seem to be
hiding! Fabulous meal in the pizza restaurant and marvellous weather ensured a fabulous
trip was enjoyed by all.
Our students are working very hard in the science department preparing for final external
A level or GCSE exams or in preparation for internal mocks and assessments for our lower
6 IB, AS level students and junior school students. Well done to all.
Wishing the very best for all our leavers.
KS4 TrekCo
Form 4 visited TrekCo for a team building day in East Grinstead. Trekco have been running
outdoor pursuits since 1989, and are the largest provider of outdoor activities in the region
with over 40 instructors. They specialise in outdoor educational days and residentials –
offering year group camps, induction courses, activity days and skills courses. TrekCo’s
reputation is excellent and they run courses for many schools and colleges throughout the
south east.
The day aims introduced them to elements of:
• Working in teams
• Developing working relationships
• Co- operation in and between teams
• Creative problem solving
• Interpersonal co-operation
• Organisational skills
The course was devised by Steve Ranger M.A., P.G.C.E., F.R.G.S. who has undertaken
research into the effects of Outdoor Education, and Paul Morley B.Ed. who has researched
the value of Outdoor Education in
developing self-esteem. The most familiar analogy would be ‘management training – ’style
courses where the group is expected to cross a stream with limited materials or build an
unusual device to certain specifications.
The educational aims of the day are achieved by placing the students in an unfamiliar but
non-threatening situation with a series of tasks to complete. Students were divided into
teams to provide a competitive element, and over the course of the day they undertook a
series of specifically designed tasks according to the instructions they received.
A selection of the amazing photos the students have taken on this thrilling and most
enjoyable day.

Junior school
At times the Junior block has had an eerie and unfamiliar silence this week as everyone has
taken on board the end-of-year exams. I have been most impressed at how well our
students have coped with the exams. This is great practice, especially due to exams being
cancelled for the last couple of years. It is a good way to gain experience for when we take
GCSE and 6th form examinations.
In between the exams we have all sprung into action and made the most of the beautiful
weather to take our lessons, breaks and revision sessions outside. With horse and wildlife
visits, woodland marches, students competing in the school town sports event, science
rockets on the field and students sitting quietly on benches playing board games and
having discussions in the playground, we have had a truly inspiring and fun-filled week.
Our focus on being thoughtful, considerate citizens at school and within our local
community has continued to really shine through - I would like to build upon this next
academic year as we encourage the children to take ownership of their classrooms and their
playground, not to mention the school buildings.
Regarding my DEAR proposal for next year (drop everything and read), we would
appreciate your support in creating a junior library. Any old books that you do not want
anymore, please send them in with your child and give them to their form tutor. I would
like the students to be able to do book swaps and have a quiet space/time during our prep
sessions. On this note, please ensure that all subject books are returned by Thursday this
week. Thank you.
Finally, well done to all our juniors on sports and speech day for all the awards they
achieved from resilience and empathy when playing sports, to most house points in the
whole school. It was great to see our students also participating in the Headmasters 12
pillars - winning awards for their effort, positivity and considerate approach.

Sixth Form
What a day of mixed emotions Saturday was for many of us! So lovely to see so many
awards being given out and to see our U6th graduate - yet in a way it is sad to have to say
goodbye to so many lovely people. Not that they will take too long looking back - so is the
way of the young - onwards and upwards - and so it should be! In the meantime, we have a
final week to enjoy and a trip on Thursday for the lower sixth to Canterbury, where
students can look around two different universities, Canterbury Christ Church and Kent.
Please sign up if you are interested as we still have a few places available.

Football
The final matches are now live to watch online, links below:

U15 Final

U19 County League final

U16 final

Junior watersports trip

Crossword

Mr. Shryane's crossword

Useful links
Permission forms

Curriculum plan and options - click here
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