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Wednesday June 15th 2022

Newsletter

A message from the Headmaster
One of my favourite movies of all time is 'Love Actually'... the opening and closing
statements is love is all around us… however, here at Buckswood, not only is love all
around, us but also success! I strongly believe we as a school deliver what we set out to do. I
like to keep a close eye on both the boarding and extracurricular side of school life, so that I
can honestly say we have delivered what we say we will. I have attached some examples
below of the hard work, and therefore excellent success, that our academies have
achieved this year.

Then also looking ahead we look are looking to promote the following as areas of excellence
that are over and above the main stream courses of A level and GCSE.

Sports, Prize Giving and Graduation Day

Sports, Prize Giving and Graduation Day RVSP

A message from the Academic Principal
This week marks the start of end of year exams for all of our Forrms 1-4 and Lower Sixth
students. Students will complete exams in all of their subjects and have been sent a
timetable of when these take place, to aid their preparations. The last exam is scheduled to
take place on Tuesday 21st June. Once exams are finished, students will receive feedback
from their teachers in the remaining lessons for the term. These finish at 3.50pm on Friday
June 24th.
For those students that have finished their exams in Form 5, we have put in place a
timetable of A level and IB 'taster sessions' for their final two weeks at school. We hope this
will support them in making informed decisions about their courses of study in September.
Amidst all of the exam preparations, our Lower Sixth have made a start on their UCAS
applications. On Thursday (see below), Mr Bramley took the L6 to a University exhibition,
attended by around 80 UK universities and, on Tuesday of this week, we will be running a
UCAS workshop, designed to show students how to sign up and commence the application
process.
It will be a busy final 2 weeks for all of our students, not forgetting we still have public
GCSE and A level exams running up until the last day of term.

Sixth Form
What a great couple of weeks for the sixth form. Not only have they been brushing up on
their first aid skills with an in depth course put on here at Buckswood, the whole of the
lower sixth went to Brighton just before the half term break. As you can see from the
photographs, the boys and girls were split into teams that then had to try to fight their way
out of an escape room. Nearly all of the teams did this in record time and had a great
bonding experience along the way.
Now of course it's all about those vital end of term exams so it has to be full steam ahead
here at Buckswood. Ad vitam paramus indeed.
Not that we didn't have time last week to take a trip out to a UCAS (the universities and
colleges admissions services) event in which a total of 135 universities were all available to
talk to under one roof. What a busy day it was! As you can see from the photograph,
everyone came home with a plethora of literature concerning the universities and colleges
they are most interested in. This Tuesday, we will be capitalising on this by running another
UCAS event, introducing all of the lower sixth to the UCAS portal. Exciting times and times,
of course, when absolute focus is vital.
As for the U6th, everyone is working really hard and clocking up record numbers when it
comes to Access Time. First year back with real exams coming thick and fast - obviously a
nerve-wracking time. But everyone is handling it with aplomb. good luck to all!

Junior school
Welcome back, everyone, I hope you all had a delightful half term. We ended the week with
Jubilee celebrations in the junior school, which was awash with red, white and blue,
everyone being fully engaged with British traditions and values and having a jolly old time.
I have been struck by how all our visitors to Buckswood this week have remarked on the
contagious energy and vibrancy around the school. The children‘s thirst for knowledge and
interest in the wider world really shines through.
Leading on from British values, we extended our learning by focusing on other cultural
traditions this week. Our form 3 students took part in an online exchange programme with
some other schools in Hong Kong, exchanging information on different cuisines, etiquette
and celebrations from around the world. The school's programme leader made the
following comments: Buckswood students spoke with confidence and flair; they made a
great impression on both the students and teachers; we would like to set up further
exchange programmes in the future. What a great opportunity!
Last week was also World Oceans Day. This gave us all a great focus and it was wonderful to
see the children really engage with this topic, wanting to learn more and find out facts to
share with their friends over the week. Well done in particular to our form 1 students Bo,
Layan and Clarissa.
As I write this newsletter, I wonder how we manage to get quite so much packed in. The
form 3 students were visited by Mr Mulligan, our guest speaker, who talked to the students
about being a sports' journalist: very interesting and enlightening, not to mention some
great questions from the students and for anyone interested in pursuing a career in this
field. Hopefully, Mr Mulligan will be coming back to talk in more depth. A massive thank
you for your time from Mr Sutton and the form 3 students.
Lastly, well done to all our amazing students who took part in the 9.6 mile hike for charity
from Winchelsea Beach all the way back to school. I could not believe they all made it in
such good time. It was rather humorous to see them all collapse on the seats very ready for
their barbecue food.. Well done.
Special mentions and gold award commendations to:
Alieta, Axelle, George, Tibbie, Daisy
Jubilee stars:
Sonny, Oscar and Freddie D
Team players and shining stars:
Gabrial, Dinah, Pierre and Zlata

Rugby
Four former Buckswood boys playing for the Czech Republic Senior Team vs the British
Police. No 3 - Stransky, no 13 - Dupuy, no 14 - Formanek and no 20 - Has.

Football
The final matches are now live to watch online, links below:

U15 Final

U19 County League final

U16 final

Boarding
The annual slippery slide competition

Useful links
Permission forms

Curriculum plan and options - click here

Previous newsletters

Residential staff information - click here

Safeguarding & The Wellbeing Hub
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