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Newsletter

 

Message from the Headmaster

Enthusiasm is at the core of the Buckswood educational philosophy, it is essential in all

that we do in life here at school. Enthusiasm to see the young grow, develop, learn new

tasks. We are going through odd times as we come ‘out of’ covid, we must ensure that we all

remember that the glass is half full and not half empty, we must dig deep and ensure this

enthusiasm, this energy for life is prominent in all that we do. We must ensure that our

children have that zest for life, that they come out of their cocoon, step away from their

phones and talk with each other, laugh with each other and work with and for the

community. I am proud to say that the staff do dig deep, and have worked hard this half of

term to show our students a love for their subject, to not accept mediocrity, to ensure that

we uphold that Buckswood difference. Those that contribute to these weekly newsletters

are a testament to such enthusiasm. We all have issues to navigate, all I want from my

students is to have that zest for life, and that willingness to have a go at as many things as

possible. A reward for me this half of term is to hear noise and laughter, exams and results

are secondary to this, as if students go into their schooling with a happy heart they will

naturally do well.

 

Talking enthusiasm, I am happy to welcome Ms Zoe who will be assigned to Wells house as

a resident tutor. She will be taking over the co-ordination of the music department and will

based in their daily to re-establish music as a major discipline in the school.

FOOTBALL HOT NEWS

U15: ESFA schools cup Quarter Final - to be played this Thursday away to Claremont

Fan Court

Sussex County Cup round 4 (playing Ardingly away today)

 

U16: ISFA Semi Final - Again smallest school in competition - to play away v

Harrodians

ESFA Schools Cup Semi Final - After winning yesterdays quarter final 7 - 1, now

travel to face Taunton to play the Semi Final

Sussex County Cup Round 4 (To be Confirmed)

Message from the Academic Principal

The big news on the academic front this week, is we now have confirmation about what

exams will look like for Form 5 and Upper Sixth students this summer. The headline

news is that exams will go ahead. However, in acknowledgement of the disruption the

students have faced, they will be given 'advance information' on the content of their exams.

For example, they may be told which specific areas of the specification to revise and

prepare for questions on. This information has been released by the exams boards on Feb

7th, teachers will communicate the advance information to students in due course. Should

students require further clarity, they are encouraged to discuss this with their teachers. It is

important to note, that exams boards have said that they may also mark papers more

generously, to ensure the overall results are in line with what one might expect in a

'normal' year. Until there is greater clarity on advance information, students will continue

learning and revising all aspects of the specifications they are studying.

Guidance for students can be found in the link below 

I hope you have a great week

Mr M Shaw (mshaw@buckswood.co.uk)

Sixth Form information evening

6
th

 Form Parent Consultation Evening

On Wednesday 2 March we have our 6
th

 Form parent consultation evening, running from

5pm to 7pm GMT online. If your child is in the 6
th

 form you can book slots with teachers at

this link:

https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/BuckswoodSchool@buckswoodcouk.onmicr

osoft.com/bookings/s/j9pwckqsvEOFLrgjfnTkog2

If unsure of your child’s teachers, please find this information on SIMS.

Sixth Form news

On the academic side, this week in French lessons sixth form students have been writing

essays about the French classic, L’étranger. In Business, they have been learning about

what makes the worker motivated to come to work, a lesson I would obviously excel in!

They were also focusing on the design mix based on the British visionary James Dyson. In

Psychology they were learning about attachment and were preparing for their timed essay.

In Politics they started their studies of British politics by exploring the most important laws

in British history starting with the Magna Carta Libertatum (1215) up to the Withdrawal

Agreement Act (2020).  Then, after finishing American politics with a discussion in the

Great Hall about the power of interest groups, it was all about the UK constitution. In

History students were exploring the extent to which Clement Attlee´s 1945-1951

government was a success and how it shaped Britain´s future. As for Photography, check

out Luis's rather striking self portrait . . .

 

When it comes to the pastoral side, we have something rather fun lined up this week. As we

all know, Valentine's Day falls on February 14th. This year, however, at Buckswood School

it's coming early! This Thursday and Friday, February 10th and 11th, our students will be

given the opportunity to book Buckswood's premier singers to serenade their secret beau . .

. or just wind up a good friend!

This will lead by Tanguy B, who, accompanied by Kyesi, Luka, Edoardo and Theo, will be

filling lessons, break times and the lunch hall with their angelic voices. Boater hats

provided by Mr Sutton – who will also be kicking the whole thing off with several secret

bookings and a generous donation! This is for their CAS project – a core part of the IB

programme that stands for creative, action and service – and as this will be for charity it

fulfils all three criteria! So please send your boys and girls to school with a few extra quid

this week and let’s end the half term with a bang! 

 

Finally, a shout out for our Deputy Head of Sixth Form, Mr Bramley, who has just

published his first book (several more in the pipeline apparently). So check it out – Other

Worlds than These – now available on Amazon:  

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Other-Worlds-than-These-

Bramley/dp/1739810937/ref=sr_1_1?

crid=XEOXT7WCFDUM&keywords=other+worlds+than+these&qid=1643923165&sprefix

=other+worlds%2Caps%2C90&sr=8-1

GCSE news

Virtual Parents evenings

It was a pleasure for teachers of form 4 and 5 to meet with parents on the two recent virtual

parent evenings. If you require further information or have any further questions please do

not hesitate to contact me srodgers@buckswood.co.uk

Life skills company visited all form 4 and form 5 students on Monday the 7th February.

Maximising success is a series of workshops that help students revise effectively,

proactively and with more enjoyment. The workshop helps boost assessment and exam

results across the curriculum for all students.

Key Stage 4 Commendations for excellent work to the following:

Marc (Science), Chloe (science), Magomed (Business), Kei Chun (Boarding)

Revision resources

As we approach the half term, I would like to take this opportunity to offer some revision

resources that are beneficial to both Form 4 and Form 5

It is imperative that students are prepared for final exams. Revision links can be found

below.

Apps and websites

Resources to use:

1) Seneca learning: https://www.senecalearning.com/

Join the Seneca form 4 and form 5 class to revise. Follow this link:

https://app.senecalearning.com/dashboard/join-class/6pwkddxwu5

This app or website will aim to reach grade 9 - its free - its excellent and interactive

2) Save my exams: https://www.savemyexams.co.uk/ a fabulous free resource

3) BBC bitesize: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z98jmp3

4) Maths physics tutor: https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/

This site is equally good for A level or GCSE and covers other subjects e.g. all the sciences

and geography....very good site. It has revision notes, flash cards and unit tests

5 ) Free science lessons - excellent you tube videos clearly explained - a must see

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqbOeHaAUXw9Il7sBVG3_bw

6) Past papers these can be found on the exam board websites (OCR, Edexcel, AQA, CIE,

Eduqas). Past paper practice, index cards and regular reviewing are the key to success.

Exam papers can be found also on https://papers.xtremepape.rs/

7) For Languages www.languagesonline.org.uk (better for GCSE) and see also

www.linguascope.com

However if you require any further information please do not hesitate to contact me

srodgers@buckswood.co.uk

Macbeth

Fifth form trip to a production of Macbeth at the local Stables Theatre will occur on

Thursday 10th February. It will help with revision for the GCSE exam and should be a

wonderful end to the first half-term of the year!

Cambridge's: The Subject Matters Webinar

Thursday, 24 February 2022 (17:00 – 18:15)

We would like to bring to your attention an opportunity for students who think they may be

interested in Oxbridge. Each year, the University of Cambridge runs practical and

informative sessions for Year 10 and Year 11. The events, called The Subject Matters,

highlight the importance of suitable A Level subject choices when making an application to

a selective, research-led university, and help students and their parent/carers access

information to make informed A Level choices.

Further information can be found at

https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/events/subjectmatters.

If you are interested in Oxbridge and have not yet joined the ASPIRE programme, please

do contact srodgers@buckswood.co.uk and cc lthurn@buckswood.co.uk for more

information

Uniform

Please ensure that students attend school in the correct smart uniform and of the correct

size. Skirts should be knee length. The correct school uniform should be worn to school and

from school. If you require any items from the shop then please contact email

shop@buckswood.co.uk

 

KS4 Future Trips planned:

Trip to Thorpe Park

Teambuilding events

Junior school news

It’s been another fun-filled, action packed fortnight here at Buckswood. A mental health

and wellbeing workshop came to visit and the junior school have enjoyed participating in

some social games, meditation and teambuilding. Several juniors made the most of the

good weather, searching for wild plants growing locally in their science lessons.

Elsewhere, some of our junior boys were enjoying an inter-house Rugby competition on the

Buckswood front field, not to mention the fact that they were all raving about playing

dodge ball - a firm favourite amongst the juniors.

It was lovely to see several of the juniors knitting away outside - another of the

Headmaster's brainwaves there.

Positivity is our school value this month. This was voted for by class teachers and form

tutors; we were excited to share this with the children in our junior assembly; I would like

to say a big well done to both Luke and Matthew for their readings. In the meantime, we

continue to enjoy lessons and activities, supporting all things positive an look forward to

celebrating our values in the up and coming weeks. 

Looking to the future, let’s focus on getting in to character for `world book day` - I am

really looking forward to seeing the best dressed!

Don’t forget to bring in your £1 to purchase a Valentine cookie.

Gold award commendations for Maths go to Seyed, Mathis, Illia and Levan 

Silver pins go to Dinah Nabeeha, Alieta, Mathis and Zion 

Red Pins to Ethan, Kiel, Thomas, Eden and Freddie H

Food

Food glorious food - it keeps coming!

Science Dept

Who said science wasn’t fun? Here at Buckswood there is never a dull moment - we aim to

provide an enjoyable, practical and challenging environment and to create opportunities.

Here are some of the things the department has been up to in recent weeks. It's been all

about the whizzes and bangs - I have been told by the form 1 students that it is of course

their favourite subject…

 

Watch out for those form 2 students who have been busy making periscopes - we can use

them to spy on anything, particularly what Mr Sutton might be up to; they can see over the

top of things such as walls or fences and even around corners. Watch out, the spies are

about!

 

Keeping with the light fantastic theme, IGCSE students were using light ray boxes to look

at reflection, refraction and using prisms to make rainbows.

 

Sixth form students were busy conducting experiments to find out who had the fastest

reaction times. It was a very close finish with our overall winner being Raphael in the L6TH

IB: well done!

 

Our scientists have also been busy dissecting flowers using coloured inks to demonstrate

transport through the xylem and phloem sorting out classification and biodiversity keys,

making use of the incredible weather; it always makes me smile when I see students using

the pooters and trying not to swallow a spider of course to catch the fly.

 

Electricity circuits, LED diodes and buzzers - all sounds coming form room 65!

 

Mrs Kellet was busy dissecting hearts with the IGCSE cohort and Mr Miller was creating

hair-raising electrifying experiments with our form 4 students.

Mrs Rodgers, Mr Shryane and Mrs Bramley have been busy helping 6
TH

 form students

finish their science investigations and IA`S.  

 

Science events so far:

 

Drusilla's Form 1

Science magic Bubbles show: all juniors

Science tricks: all juniors

Science Observatory Form 3

 

Up and coming:

 

Sealife centre; 360i -  form 2

Pavillion Perplex - optical illusions in Brighton - Form 5x/y

Thorpe park Physics and roller-coaster workshop! Form 4

Science Museum 6
th

 form students IB

 

Group 4 project: all scientists will be taking part in a science investigation and then

displaying their findings; we look forward to seeing their work. Expect to be pulled out of

lessons to participate: WHO HAS THE STRONGEST LUNGS?

 

Competition time with  British science week around the corner:

 

Design a lab coat with the theme food and food waste.

 

Please see Mrs Bramley or Mrs Rodgers for more details

Sport

Year of the Tiger

Happy Chinese New Year ! Good luck red envelopes. The Headmaster gave each of our

Chinese students a red envelope, symbolising good wishes and luck for the new year ahead.

Safeguarding

Safer Internet Day is celebrated globally in February each year to promote the safe and

positive use of digital technology for children and young people, and to inspire a national

conversation about using technology responsibly, respectfully, critically, and creatively.

Safer Internet Day 2022 is on 8th February and will be celebrated with the theme ‘All fun

and games? Exploring respect and relationships online..Coordinated in the UK by the UK

Safer Internet Centre, Safer Internet Day is celebrated in over a hundred countries

coordinated by the joint Insafe/INHOPE network, with the support of the European

Commission, and national Safer Internet Centres across Europe.

Covid testing

We would like to remind all day parents of the school’s expectation that you are testing

your children twice a week for Covid-19. Our boarding community does this every

Wednesday and Sunday and we expect that the same is taking place at home with our day

students. It is all of our responsibility to keep our community safe and we thank you in

advance for your support in this regard. If you need replacement test kits as you have used

up those already sent out do please email nurses@buckswood.co.uk to arrange for your

child to collect some.

Hastings Music Festival

Rubik’s cube in the headmaster’s office - the challenge of the week!

Fantastic progress in Archery

Boarding activities

Crossword

Signing up for activities, pocket money

and extra language lessons

Please do fill the permission forms in for this term. Please click the links below to complete

the relevant permission form:

Products from the school estate

Buckswood apple sauce... from the school

apples

Cider made with Buckswood apples...

Guestling Guzzler

Useful links
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Exam guidance for students

Sport newsletter

Click here to view our entries

Activities permission form

Pocket money form

Extra language lessons permission form

All permission forms

Permission forms

Curriculum plan and options - click here

Previous newsletters

Residential staff information - click here

Safeguarding & The Wellbeing Hub
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