Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list. View this email in your browser

Tuesday 18th January 2022

Newsletter

Message from the Headmaster
Week 2 was as diverse as I think it could have possibly been – (oh so very Buckswood!).
The Knit and natter life skills program started (this is part of the 101 life skills program
where all students need to learn new things, so each Monday it’s a knitting and natter
session. The aim is to try and knit a massive scarf ! Students have participated in a
community outreach program to the local primary school, taken flying lessons, Zumba
classes, there was a paintballing battle and well so much more. I keep reminding the
students, that the more that they participate in the more fun they will have, the more skills
they will gain and the more interesting a person they will become! Its just great to see
people throwing themselves into what we like to call the Buckswood Difference.
It's not all fun … mocks are around the corner so a healthy balance of work, play and most
importantly laughter is needed now. We have the green light to do the 007 balls just before
half term – it was lucky that I did not take the decorations down! (naturally this will
depend on covid restrictions at the time). More details to follow.
Finally, this year the apples that were picked on the school estate were sent away to be
pressed to make cider by Biddenden Vineyard. We have 1000 bottles arriving and we need
an appealing name. I have come up with a view ideas but I would like you to help me here.
Perhaps - The Bottle of Hastings' cider, Guestling Guzzler, Tree of Knowledge, Adam's
Apple, Matron's Medicine and Barrel of Laughs Cider! If you have an idea or think any of
the above works then please email Toby (toby@buckswood.co.uk).

Big News
As you are aware the U15 team played in the ISFA Quarter final on Friday away to
Alleyns School. The boys worked hard and came away with a 2-1 win. We are now to
play and host Eton College in the semi-finals which we hope will be played before the
5th Feb. We are therefore planning to host this fixture at Eastbourne Borough FC.
Parents please do come and support. More details to follow.
The U16 team are due to play their quarter finals also in February and hopefully this
will also result in progression up the ladder.

Burns night
Burns night is on Thursday – if parents would like to attend then please complete this
RSVP form (please take a LFT before arrival). Sorry for the short notice, but we've only just
caught the haggis from the school's woods! hahaha

RSVP form

Message from the Academic Principal
Last week in assembly, we talked about 'facing challenges' as part of our PSHE and
academic focus for the week. It is vitally important, particularly for students with mock
exams around the corner, to prepare accordingly and ensure they are able to meet this
academic challenge head on. We have encouraged students to make better use of Access
Time, and it has been good to see an uplift in student attendance, particularly in Form 5. It
is important to note, that the Government's Plan A is very much exams as normal for the
summer (with slightly reduced examinable content), so the focus has very much turned to
these, with the first IB exam only being 12 weeks away.
You may have noticed we made some tweaks to our assessment and report forms over the
Xmas holidays, the idea is to ensure things are as clear as possible for all stakeholders. If
you have any questions, please do let me know.
Please be aware that we will be running the following parent events this term. Some of
these have been rescheduled following the Covid disruption last term...
-Form 4 parents evening January 26th (online)
-Form 5 parents evening Feb 2nd (face to face - unless further restrictions
introduced)
-Sixth Form information evening for Form 5 students - March 2nd. Parents will be able
to book 1 to 1 discussions through this week (more details to follow)
-Sixth Form parents evening March 3rd (face to face - unless further restrictions
introduced)
Mock exams are next week for Form 5, and after half term for U6.
Finally, it was great to be able to take some of our Chinese students to a local primary
school last week for a 'cultural exchange' and as part of our wider community outreach
work. Thank you to Phoenix and his team for making this happen.
Have a good week
Mr M Shaw (mshaw@buckswood.co.uk)

Sixth Form news
Rotten weather outside makes it all the cosier inside! Many of the IB cohort represented in
the photo here - also known as Mrs Bramley's Biology class - all of them enjoying a well
earned break, though only for a minute or two as the deadlines and pressure build up
during this most vital term. Shoot across campus to TJs and you will find A level students
Harvey and Kseniia with their heads buried in books, finals already on their minds.
Certainly it is something their form tutor, Mr Sutton, impresses on them every day. Still,
when I go to see him in the Library, he invariably talks about their extracurricular work,
presenting TED talks and debating PSHE topics. As Mr Sutton says on a regular basis,
these too are essential for a well rounded individual - the knowledge and ability to discuss
the topics of the day. With that in mind, it was wonderful to see so many sixth formers
rewarded in assembly this week for smashing it at the Model United Nations at King's
College London. A win for Buckswood is a win for all those proud parents out there, so well
done!
If you want to know more about what the MUN does, please check out the link below:
https://www.un.org/en/mun

An Evening with IBM
On Wednesday 26th January from 5:00 - 6:00pm we’ll be hosting an evening with
IBM, one of the biggest technology firms in the world.
With revenues exceeding $50 billion and employing more than 300,000 employees
operating in 171 countries, IBM is one of the most exciting global organisations to work
for.
IBM offers a variety of tech solutions such as artificial intelligence, business automation,
and blockchain solutions as well as consulting services helping all sorts of different
industries from banking & finance, government, healthcare, and retail. They also produce
and provide the Hawk-Eye and cyber security technology at the Wimbledon tennis
tournament.
The opportunities to grow personally and professionally and work all over the world on
innovative and fascinating projects are endless at a company like IBM.
Come and hear about some of the exciting projects they are working on as well as their
school leaver opportunities, summer insight days and gap year placements.
If you’d like to sign up for this event to find out more, please click on the link below.
Sign up Link:
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/Insight-Evening-IBM

GCSE news

The form 5 attended a meeting on the 13th January to outline all the arrangements for the
mock exams. It is vitally important that we familiarise our students with Exam Protocol,
and as such, it is imperative that all students treat these examinations in the same way that
they would their final examinations. GCSE Mocks will be held during the week of the 24th
to the 31st January 2022 with additional days for Art and graphics either side of this range.
To capture their motivation for revision, on Monday the 7th February the Life skills
company will return to give a refresher session to form 4 and form 5 on how to study and
revise effectively.
Form 4 Commendations for excellent work to the following:
Chance (Boarding House), Max (Keeble), Tiffany (Boarding House), Chloe (Boarding
House Event)
Form 5 Commendations for excellent work to the following
Alfie (French), Clement (Boarding House), Thomasina (Boarding House), Nino (Boarding
House Event),
Cambridge's: The Subject Matters Webinar
Thursday, 24 February 2022 (17:00 – 18:15)
We would like to bring to your attention an opportunity for students who think they may be
interested in Oxbridge. Each year, the University of Cambridge runs practical and
informative sessions for Year 10 and Year 11. The events, called The Subject Matters,
highlight the importance of suitable A Level subject choices when making an application to
a selective, research-led university, and help students and their parent/carers access
information to make informed A Level choices.
Further information can be found at
https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/events/subjectmatters .
If you are interested in Oxbridge and have not yet joined the ASPIRE programme, please
do contact srodgers@buckswood.co.uk and cc lthurn@buckswood.co.uk for more
information.
Macbeth
The English department are very much looking forward to taking the fifth form to a
production of Macbeth at the local Stables Theatre, advertised as: “A company combining
the talents and imaginations of actors, film makers, musician, designers, technicians, back
and front stage crew presenting Shakespeare’s Macbeth … a play which resonates with the
damage and corruption at the heart of systems which dispense power to the callous few,
and cages to the compliant many”. We’re hoping that this reimagining can give an
alternative context to Shakespeare’s tragedy of manipulation, greed and bloodlust. It
should be a wonderful end to the first half-term of the year! Please remember to return
parent permission letters as soon as possible.
Ten pin Bowling
On the 14th of January the following Form 5 took part in the Day House Reward trip to
Ashford Bowling:
Daisy, Tabitha, Jodie, Isabella, Ellie, Tommy, Thomas and Ayanna
It was a close competition but Jodie attained the highest score and with two strikes in a row
and 129 points. We would all like to thank Mr Sutton for giving permission for the trip

News from the Junior School
The Junior school has really lived up to the Headmaster's educational
philosophy this week starting with a sense of Buckswood as a place of home. Well
done to the form 1 boys on this one; I have been very impressed with how they
have welcomed the new students into the Buckswood family! I would also like to say a big
thank you for your help as parents with regards to their holiday projects. We all had lots of
fun exploding the volcanoes. A particular well done to the girls who have been focusing on
another of our educational pillars - promoting curiosity and creativity with their cell
models and video clips - not to mention going the extra mile!
Some of the day students were rewarded with a trip this week, celebrating their success in
achieving the most positive points.
Another of the 12 pillars is appropriateness and confidence with Mr Sutton
encouraging students to go for it and step out of their comfort zone. This has been
brilliantly demonstrated with a number of readings in assembly and PSHE lessons, not to
mention the new clubs the students have been trying this week. This, as in all other
things - Ad vitam paramus - preparing for life.
For all those who wish to attend, there will be a coffee morning at Guestling Hall on
January 24th at 3pm. The more the merrier!
Special mentions to Yulia and Zlata for excellent Geography work. Tibbie Soan received her
silver badge this week - streets ahead of most of the competition! - and Sho triumphed in
the positive house points dash!
Please encourage your child to go and see Mr Rens, who has put together a programme of
activities, which will be held in the Sports Hall while the weather is inclement, thus
supporting another of Mr Sutton's pillars, sport and adventure! With this in mind,
we have dance lessons on a Thursday between 4 and 5 pm with our in-house dance teacher,
Mrs Deane. Please email me, Mrs Bramley, if you are interested.
Commendations this week:
Form 1 Nabeeha, Joe, Zion, Bo and Dinah
Form 3 Sonny, Mattie, George, Axelle, Sammie Alieta, Tibbie and Zack

Football success
Football Academy Teams Progressing well:
Our U15’s are through to the Semi finals of the ISFA cups after beating Alleyans 2-1 . The
U16 will play their quarter final against St John's (enfield) in February while The U19’s are
also through to the quarter finals of the County Cup against Varndean.
Astro Turf:
At a substantial cost to the school the new astro turf was constructed in the first term with
new fencing, irrigation and a brand new 3G surface designed for us to play football in
whatever the weather. The new astro-turf has attracted lot’s of interest in the local
community and we have agreed for our local semi- professional football club Hastings
United (logo attached) to bring their Mens and Ladies first teams to train on the facility on
a Wednesday and Thursday evening. The new facility will give our students a quality
surface to practice on and help them develop their football technique.
Football Breakfast Club:
We have started our football breakfast club for all academy players. The session will take
place on the astro-turf on every friday from 6.30am to 7.30am. All players will then go to
Breakfast before going back to their rooms to change and shower before registration.
U19 Football Trip to Dubai
The Football Academy have organised a trip in February half-term to Dubai for 7 nights
which will include 2 Matches vs Professional football clubs, Daily training sessions
including video analysis, gym sessions and pool recovery, an afternoon at the water park
and a visit to Dubai Expo

Let's dance!
On Monday 24th January, at 4pm, we are hosting a free dance class, to encourage students
to sign up for weekly sessions.
The weekly dance lessons will be suitable for students who have previous dance training
experience (ideally in ballet) and will follow the IDTA 'International Dance Teachers
Association' syllabus grades. There will also be the opportunity to take exams.
The styles on offer are ballet and/or modern jazz depending on prior experience and
preference of those expressing interest in these group classes. There will also be
opportunities to work on various choreographies and to showcase these dances in
performance settings.
Students who are interested should contact Ms Deane at rdeane@buckswood.co.uk

Safeguarding

Online Sexual Harassment: Parent's Guide
The Children’s Commissioner, Dame Rachel de Souza, together with a group of 16-21 yearolds, has produced a guide for parents to share the harms/ issues children can face in the
online world and what to do about them/ where to get advice and help. The guide is useful
for your staff to read as well, whether or not they are parents.

Old Buckswoodians

Former students meet up. Photo of Buckswood Graduation and then Uni graduation...
Amalia and Sali

Kickboxing lessons

Kickboxing will resume on Thursday 13th January.
The weekly sessions will be held at 4pm in the sports hall. All ages and abilities welcome!

Useful links
Permission forms

Curriculum plan and options - click here

Previous newsletters

Residential staff information - click here

Safeguarding & The Wellbeing Hub
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