
Face coverings at Buckswood School 8th March – 26th March 

The World Health Organisation published a statement on 21 August 2020 about children and face 
coverings. They advise that “children aged 12 and over should wear a face covering under the same 
conditions as adults, in particular when they cannot guarantee at least a 1-metre distance from 
others and there is widespread transmission in the area.”  

Where pupils and students in secondary school are educated, the Government recommends that 
face coverings should be worn by staff, pupils and students when moving around the premises, 
outside of classrooms, such as in corridors and communal areas where social distancing cannot easily 
be maintained. Face coverings do not need to be worn by pupils and students when outdoors at 
school.  

In addition, the Government now also recommends that in secondary schools, face coverings should 
be worn in classrooms and during activities unless social distancing can be maintained. This does not 
apply in situations where wearing a face covering would impact on the ability to take part in exercise 
or strenuous activity, for example in PE lessons.  

With this in mind, Buckswood is taking a risk-averse approach to face coverings and, in line with 
Government recommendations are requiring the wearing of face coverings in classrooms and other 
areas around school where social distancing cannot be maintained. 

We are putting these additional precautionary measures in place for a limited time during this period 
of high coronavirus (COVID-19) prevalence in the community. These measures will be in place until 
the Easter holidays. As with all measures, we will keep this under review and update our procedures 
prior to the Summer term.  

Transparent face coverings, which may assist communication with someone who relies on lip 
reading, clear sound or facial expression to communicate, can also be worn. There is currently very 
limited evidence regarding the effectiveness or safety of transparent face coverings, but they may be 
effective in reducing the spread of coronavirus (COVID-19).  

Face visors or shields should not be worn as an alternative to face coverings. They may protect 
against droplet spread in specific circumstances but are unlikely to be effective in preventing aerosol 
transmission when used without an additional face covering.  

Those who rely on visual signals for communication, or communicate with or provide support to 
such individuals, are currently exempt from any requirement to wear face coverings in education 
settings or in public places but we ask that individuals that this applies to get in contact with the 
school to discuss what other protective measures can be put in place to assist in protecting our 
community. 

When using a face covering:  

• not touch the front of your face covering during use or when removing it  

• dispose of temporary face coverings in a ‘black bag’ waste bin (not recycling bin)  

• place reusable face coverings in a plastic bag you can take home with you 

• wash your hands again before heading to the classroom 

Safe wearing of face coverings requires the:  

• cleaning of hands before and after touching – including to remove or put them on  

• safe storage of them in individual, sealable plastic bags between use.  



Where a face covering becomes damp, it should not be worn, and the face covering should be 
replaced carefully. 

Staff, pupils and students may consider bringing a spare face covering to wear in the event that their 
face covering becomes damp during the day 

Maintaining and disposing of face coverings 

• Do not touch the front of the face covering, or the part of the face covering that has been in 
contact with your mouth and nose. 

• Once removed, store reusable face coverings in a plastic bag until you have an opportunity 
to wash them. If the face covering is single use, dispose of it in a residual waste bin. Do not 
put them in a recycling bin. 

• Make sure you clean any surfaces the face covering has touched using normal household 
cleaning products. If eating in a cafe, for example, it is important that you do not place the 
face covering on the table. 

• Wash your face covering regularly and follow the washing instructions for the fabric. You 
can use your normal detergent. You can wash and dry it with other laundry. You must 
throw away your face covering if it is damaged. 

 


