
Buckswood School plans in the event of a localised closure or outbreak within the school. 

In the event that the UK government mandates a closure of schools in the local area due to 

increased transmission of Covid-19, or if there was an outbreak within the school, the following plan 

will be implemented. 

It has been divided into 2 parts: 

1 – Localised restrictions 

2 – Outbreak within school 

 

1. Localised restrictions 

In the event of the government advising restrictions which mean the closure of schools in the local 

area, Buckswood will move to an online learning model with all lessons following the normal 

timetable, but online using Microsoft Teams.  

During this time, the school classrooms will undergo a ‘deep clean’ by way of precaution. 

Boarding students will have access to their lessons via the school networks and will be able to study 

in supervised groups within their academic ‘bubbles’ in their Key Stage zones. A rota of teaching staff 

will be drawn up to provide supervision of the students during the academic day, with residential 

staff providing supervision in the evenings and at weekends.  

Evening and weekend activities and events will be restricted to campus and town leave will not take 

place for boarders during localised restrictions. Any boarders displaying symptoms of Covid-19 

during this time will be assessed in line with normal protocols. 

When localised restrictions are lifted, the school will return to a full ‘in person’ programme of 

education on site. 

2. Outbreak within school 

If the school has two or more confirmed cases within 14 days, or an overall rise in sickness absence 
where coronavirus (COVID-19) is suspected, it may be recorded as an outbreak. If this is the case, the 
school will work with our local health protection team who will be able to advise if additional action 
is required. However, the protocols put in place as part of the ‘prevention’ planning make this 
unlikely.  
 
The school will use the data from our track-and–trace system to inform Public Health England about 
any individuals who have been in proximity to those who have tested positive for Covid-19. The 
Health protection team may also require information on who an individual has been in contact with 
outside of school as well.  The health protection team will carry out a rapid risk assessment to 
confirm who has been in close contact with the person during the period that they were infectious, 
and ensure they are asked to self-isolate and, if necessary, take a Covid-19 test. If a boarder at 
school this will be organised by the school. If a day-parent, the family must call NHS-119 and arrange 
for testing. If a member of staff is advised to book a test, staff are considered essential workers and 
so can book a test by going to https://www.gov.uk/apply-coronavirus-test-essential-workers 

 
Based on the advice from the health protection team, if we are required to send home those people 
who have been in close contact with the person who has tested positive, they will be advised to self-
isolate for 14 days since they were last in close contact with that person when they were infectious. 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-coronavirus-test-essential-workers


Shield for schools will help the school know the list of close contacts very quickly – faster than the 
‘track and trace’ system. Household members of those contacts who are sent home do not need to 
self-isolate themselves unless the child, young person or staff member who is self-isolating 
subsequently develops symptoms. Boarders self-isolating will be looked after in the residential 
house by the nursing residential staff following government guidance for residential schools. 
Areas identified as having been accessed by those testing positive for Covid-19 will be thoroughly 
cleaned before being made accessible again. 
 
If someone in a class or group that has been asked to self-isolate develops symptoms themselves 
within their 14-day isolation period they should follow the government’s ‘stay at home: guidance for 
households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection’. They should get a test, 
and: if the test delivers a negative result, they must remain in isolation for the remainder of the 14-
day isolation period. This is because they could still develop the coronavirus (COVID-19) within the 
remaining days. If the test result is positive, they should inform the school immediately, and must 
isolate for at least from the onset of their symptoms (which could mean the self-isolation ends 
before or after the original 14-day isolation period). Their household should self-isolate for at least 
14 days from when the symptomatic person first had symptoms, following the government’s  ‘stay 
at home: guidance for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection’ 
 
If advice is that the school closes for a period of time, we will move to an online model of learning 
for 14 days while the boarding community self-isolates and the classrooms will be deep-cleaned. 
Boarders may be asked to move into vacant rooms on a rota while a deep clean of each boarding 
room also takes place. If the site is closed, supervision will be provided by those staff on-site and all 
learning will take place via Microsoft Teams following, as close as possible, the normal school 
timetable.   
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