	Subject
	A-level Environmental Studies

	Year group
	Upper 6


Christmas Term

	Week
	Date
	Aims for Assessment
	Recommended  Extra Reading

	1
	September 12
	RENEWABLE ENERGY RESOURCES: The future.
	Biology for You
(Gareth Williams)

	2
	September 19
	SECONDARY FUELS: Electricity.
ENERGY STORAGE: Pumped storage HEP; Hydrogen; Chemical energy.

THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS OF ENERGY USE: Environmental impacts of fossil fuels, nuclear power and renewable energy resources.
	

	3
	September 26
	THE FUTURE OF ENERGY SUPPLIES: New technologies; Choices and energy use.
	

	4
	October 3
	WHAT IS POLLUTION? Human activities that cause pollution; Factors that affect the behaviour of pollutants in the environment.
THE PROPERTIES OF POLLUTANTS: The major pollutant properties; Primary and secondary pollutants; Direct and indirect effects of pollutants; Point and diffuse sources.

ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION: Acid rain; Tropospheric ozone.
	

	5
	October 10
	ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION: Smoke pollution and smogs; Air pollution controls; Specific methods.
	

	6
	October 17
	Assessment. WATER POLLUTION: The concentration of water pollutants; Thermal pollution; Oil pollution; Pesticide pollution; Nutrient pollution.
	

	7
	October 24
	Half term.
	Understanding Chemistry

	8
	October 31
	WATER POLLUTION: Sewage treatment; Acid mine drainage; Monitoring water pollution.
HEAVY METAL POLLUTION: The properties of heavy metals; Lead; Mercury.
	

	9
	November 7
	NOISE POLLUTION: The effects, sources and control of noise pollution; Domestic noise pollution; Measuring noise pollution.
IONISING RADIATION.
	

	10
	November 14
	SOLID WASTES: Sources, properties and control of solid wastes; Methods of solid waste treatment; Recycling.

THE POPULATION. 
	

	11
	November 21
	WHY ENVIRONMENTALISTS STUDY AGRICULTURE.
NUTRITION.

AGROECOSYSTEMS: Features of agroecosystems; the selection of species for cultivation; climate; Geographical and biological factors; Economic, political and technological factors.
	

	12
	November 28
	AGROECOSYSTEMS: Manipulation of food species; Hormonal growth control; Pest control; The need for pest control; Chemical pest control; Pests of plants.
	

	13
	December 5 
	AGROECOSYSTEMS: Pest control without pesticides; Beneficial species; Control of abiotic limiting factors; Agricultural energetics.
	Physics for You
(Keith Johnson)

	14
	December 12
	School exams.
	


Easter Term

	Week
	Date
	Aims for Assessment
	Recommended  Extra Reading

	1
	January 9
	ENVIRONMENTAL AND SOCIAL IMPACTS OF AGRICULTURE: Habitat impacts; Pollution; Changes in the hydrological cycle; Accelerated soil erosion; The social impacts of agriculture.
ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL CONTROL OF AGRICULTURE: Europe after the Second World War; Europe since the 1970s; The world trade system.
	

	2
	January 16
	FISHING: Factors affecting marine productivity; Fish population dynamics; Fishing techniques; The environmental impact of fishing. 
	

	3
	January 23
	AQUACULTURE: The principles of aquaculture; Major species produced by aquaculture; Methods used in, and environmental impacts of aquaculture; The energetics of aquatic food production.
	

	4
	January 30
	TYPES OF FOREST: Taiga; Temperate deciduous forest; Tropical rainforest.
FOREST RESOURCES: Physical resources; Life-support services.
FOREST PRODUCTION: Forestry in the UK; Tropical rainforests.
	

	5
	February 6
	Assessment.
DEFORESTATION: The causes and consequences of deforestation; MEDCs and LEDCs – criticism and hyprocrisy.
	

	6
	February 13
	Half term.
	

	7
	February 20
	THE DEVELOPMENT OF UNSUSTAINABLE LIFESTYLES: Aspects of modern life that reduce sustainability.
INCREASING SUSTAINABILITY: Attempts to achieve sustainable development; Sustainability of current exploitation and strategies to increase sustainability.
	

	8
	February 27
	INCREASING SUSTAINABILITY: Energy resources; Human populations.
	

	9
	March 6
	INCREASING SUSTAINABILITY: Sustainability case studies; The example of Kenya.
	

	10
	March 13
	Environmental economics.
SCIENTIFIC INVESTIGATION – THE GENERAL PRINCIPLES.
	

	11
	March 20
	PRACTICAL SKILLS FOR ENVS3: Climatic variability and the use of renewable energy; Factors affecting the rate of heat loss; Atmospheric pollution and lichens; pH and seed germination; Water turbidity and light penetration; Inorganic nutrients and aquatic plant growth; Factors affecting noise levels.
	

	12
	March 27
	Assessment.
	


Summer Term

	Week
	Date
	Aims for Assessment
	Recommended  Extra Reading

	1
	April 24
	PRACTICAL SKILLS FOR ENVS4: The effect of slope and vegetation on rain splash erosion; The effect of trees on microclimates; Land use, biodiversity and community species composition.
STATISTICAL ANALYSIS.

HEALTH AND SAFETY.
	

	2
	May 1
	Revision of ENVS1 (if needed), or ENVS3.
	

	3
	May 8
	Revision of ENVS2 (if needed), or ENVS3.
	

	4
	May 15
	Revision of ENVS3.
	

	5
	May 22
	Assessment.
Revision of ENVS3.
	

	6
	May 29
	Half term.
	

	7
	June 5
	Revision of ENVS4.
	

	8
	June 12
	Revision of ENVS4.
	

	9
	June 19
	Course completed.
	

	10
	June 26
	Course completed.
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


