
 

 

BUCKSWOOD -  A LEVEL 

COURSE OUTLINE 
Description of content covered during A level study 

Head of Sixth Form: Michael Shaw 
mshaw@buckswood.co.uk 

Abstract 
This is a guide to A levels offered from September 2017 – contents are subject to change. 



 

 

 

 

 

 



Block 1 (select one only)                                      Block 4 (select one only) 

 

 

 

 

 

Block 2 (select one only)                                    

             Block 5  

               

 

 

 

Block 3 (select one only) 

Biology  

Maths and Further Maths  

Mathematics  
Business  

French  
Politics  

English literature  
Media  

Accounting  

 

 Scholars selecting Maths and Further Maths in Block 1, must also select it 

in Block 3 (it is a double A level) 

 All non - native speakers, must select EAP in Block 5 

 Non-native speakers should select at least 4 subjects (including EAP) 

 Native speakers should select at least 3 subjects 
 

 

Chemistry  

Maths and Further Maths  
Business  

Spanish  

History  
Mathematics  

Art  
Geography  

Accounting  
Global Perspectives  

EPQ  

Music  
Maths (AS only)  

Mandarin  

Environmental Science  

English Language (native 
speakers only) 

 

English for 
Academic 
Purposes (EAP) 
(non-native 
speakers only) 

 

Physics  
Mathematics  
Business  
Photography  
Economics  
Geography  



 

About this subject 

Aims of the A level courses: 
• intellectual, imaginative, creative and intuitive capabilities  
• investigative, analytical, experimental, practical, technical and expressive skills, aesthetic 
understanding and critical judgement  
• independence of mind in developing, refining and communicating their own ideas, their 
own intentions and their own personal outcomes  
• an interest in, enthusiasm for and enjoyment of art, craft and design  
• the experience of working with a broad range of media  
• an understanding of the interrelationships between art, craft and design processes and 
an awareness of the contexts in which they operate  
• knowledge and experience of real-world contexts and, where appropriate, links to the 
creative industries  
• knowledge and understanding of art, craft, design and media and technologies in 
contemporary and past societies and cultures  
• an awareness of different roles, functions, audiences and consumers of art, craft and 
design.  
 

Course content 

Requires that students work in two or more titles listed:  

T:  Fine art: for example drawing, painting, sculpture, installation, lens-/light-based media, 

photography and the moving image, printmaking, mixed media and land art. 

 

Graphic communication: for example communication graphics, design for print, advertising 

and branding, illustration, package design, typography, interactive design, (including web, 

app and game), multi-media, motion graphics, signage and exhibition graphics. 

 

 Textile design: for example art textiles, fashion design and illustration, costume design, 

constructed textiles, printed and dyed textiles, surface pattern, stitched and/or 

embellished textiles, soft furnishings and/or textiles for interiors, digital textiles and 

installed textiles. 

 

 Three-dimensional design: for example architectural design, sculpture, ceramics, product 

design, jewellery and body adornment, interior design, environmental/landscape/garden 

design, exhibition design, three-dimensional digital design and designs for theatre, film and 

television. 

                                                  

Art 
 

Exam Board:   AQA 
 



 

 Photography: for example portraiture, location photography, studio photography, 

experimental imagery, installation, documentary photography, photo-journalism, moving 

image: film, video and animation, fashion photography. 

Students must explore, through a range of two-dimensional and/or three-dimensional 

processes and media, practical application of skills and relevant critical and contextual 

sources such as the work of contemporary artists, craftspeople and designers and the 

different purposes, intentions and functions of art, craft and design as appropriate to their 

own work. 

 

Component details 

 
AS  LEVEL  Art, Craft and Design 
The AS specification is designed to be taken over one or two years with assessment taken 
at the end of the course.  
Component 1: Portfolio of work – this is made up of one extended project and a selection 
of work that may be based on: set tasks, workshops or museum/gallery visits. 
Coursework = 60% of the total grade and is marked by the centre and moderated by AQA 
during a visit to the centre. Visits will normally take place in June. 
Component 2: Externally set assignment: A series of 5 – 7 questions/starting points are set 
on an exam paper by AQA. Students receive the paper sometime in February of their final 
year of study and are given a preparatory period which culminates in ten hours of 
supervised time usually done over a two day period.  
Externally set assignment = 40% of the total grade and is marked by the centre and 
moderated by AQA during a visit to the centre. Visits will normally take place in June. 
A LEVEL Art, Craft and Design 
The A Level specification is designed to be taken over two years with assessment taken at 
the end of the course.  
Component 1: Personal investigation. This is an in-depth visual study with the theme/topic 
selected by the student which must be supported by written work of 3000 words. 
Coursework = 60% of total grade and is marked by the centre and moderated by AQA 
during a visit to the centre. Visits will normally take place in June.  
Component 2: Externally set assignment: An exam paper with a selection of 7 
questions/starting points is given to the students in the February of their final year. There 
is a preparatory period culminating in a fifteen hour supervised time usually divided over 
three days.  
Externally set assignment = 40% of total grade and is marked by the centre and moderated 
by AQA during a visit to the centre. Visits normally take place in June. 
 

 



 

ACCOUNTING 
 

 Exam Board:  AQA           Specification: 7127 
 

 

About this subject 

A qualification in accounting will always be helpful – whether it's used professionally or 
personally. This course helps students to understand the responsibilities of the accountant 
and the impacts of their recommendations on the business and the wider environment. 
Students will build knowledge and understanding of key concepts, principles and 
techniques that they can apply to real-life scenarios, developing the ability to solve 
problems logically, analyse data methodically, make reasoned choices and communicate 
effectively. 

Course content 

The specification for the subject changes for examination in 2018 and is currently still in 
draft from.  However, the accounting course will cover aspects of financial and 
management accounting such as: the double entry system, errors and the suspense 
account, control accounts, bank reconciliation statements, accounting concepts, accounts 
of sole traders, partnerships and limited companies, accounting ratios and assessing 
business performance, budgeting, marginal costing and breakeven, standard cost and 
variance analysis, absorption and activity based costing, investment appraisal, incomplete 
records, ethics, regulation and law in relation to accounting data. 

Component details 

Paper 1 and 2 will both be three hours long, have 120 marks and represent 50% of the 
examination each. Each paper will focus on different aspects of the course. The papers will 
have three compulsory sections: 
Section A has 10 multiple choice questions and several short answer questions. The section 
is worth 30 marks. 
Section B has two structured questions each worth 20 marks. The section is worth 40 
marks. 
Section C has two extended answer questions each worth 25 marks. The section is worth 
50 marks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                  
Biology 

 
Exam Board: AQA 

Specification: AS level 7401  A2 level 7402 
 

 

About this subject 

The subject content of the biology AS and A-level is interesting and is relevant to real world 
experiences. The text books are clear and are supported with internet resources from 
Kerboodle. This A-level Biology course is a stepping stone to future study, the examination 
board AQA consulted universities to ensure this course allowed students to develop the 
skills they required. 
A-level biology has been designed to support and inspire students, nurture a passion for 
Biology and lay the groundwork for further study in courses like biological sciences and 
medicine. Biology is fundamentally an experimental subject. This course provide numerous 
opportunities to use practical experiences to link theory to reality, and equip students with 
the essential practical skills they need. 

Course content 
Subject Content:  

A-level year 1 (AS) Topics 1-4: Biological molecules; Cells; Organisms exchange substances 
with their environment; Genetic information, variation and relationships between 
organisms  

A-level year 2 Topics 5-8: Energy transfers in and between organisms; Organisms respond 
to changes in their internal and external environments; Genetics, populations, evolution 
and ecosystems; The control of gene expression  

Component details 

 AS (A-level year 1) Topics 1-4: Biological molecules; Cells; Organisms exchange 
substances with their environment; Genetic information, variation and relationships 
between organisms  

 AS assessments: Paper 1: Any content from topics 1–4, including relevant practical skills  
 Written exam: 75 marks, 1 hour 30 minutes, 50% of AS  
 65 marks: short answer questions and 10 marks: comprehension question  
 Paper 2: Any content from topics 1–4, including relevant practical skills  
 Written exam: 75 marks, 1 hour 30 minutes, 50% of AS 
 65 marks: short answer questions  10 marks: extended response questions  
  
 A-level year 2 Topics 5-8: Energy transfers in and between organisms; Organisms 

respond to changes in their internal and external environments; Genetics, populations, 
evolution and ecosystems; The control of gene expression  
A-level assessments: Paper 1: Any content from topics 1–4, including relevant practical 
skills Written exam: 91 marks, 2 hours, 35% of A-level 76 marks: short and long answer 
questions and 15 marks: extended response  

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/as-and-a-level/biology-7401-7402/subject-content/biological-molecules
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/as-and-a-level/biology-7401-7402/subject-content/biological-molecules
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/as-and-a-level/biology-7401-7402/subject-content/organisms-exchange-substances-with-their-environment
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/as-and-a-level/biology-7401-7402/subject-content/organisms-exchange-substances-with-their-environment
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/as-and-a-level/biology-7401-7402/subject-content/genetic-information,-variation-and-relationships-between-organisms
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/as-and-a-level/biology-7401-7402/subject-content/genetic-information,-variation-and-relationships-between-organisms
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/as-and-a-level/biology-7401-7402/subject-content/energy-transfers-in-and-between-organisms-a-level-only
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/as-and-a-level/biology-7401-7402/subject-content/energy-transfers-in-and-between-organisms-a-level-only
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/as-and-a-level/biology-7401-7402/subject-content/organisms-respond-to-changes-in-their-internal-and-external-environments-a-level-only
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/as-and-a-level/biology-7401-7402/subject-content/organisms-respond-to-changes-in-their-internal-and-external-environments-a-level-only
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/as-and-a-level/biology-7401-7402/subject-content/genetics,-populations,-evolution-and-ecosystems-a-level-only
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/as-and-a-level/biology-7401-7402/subject-content/genetics,-populations,-evolution-and-ecosystems-a-level-only
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/as-and-a-level/biology-7401-7402/subject-content/biological-molecules
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/as-and-a-level/biology-7401-7402/subject-content/biological-molecules
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/as-and-a-level/biology-7401-7402/subject-content/organisms-exchange-substances-with-their-environment
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/as-and-a-level/biology-7401-7402/subject-content/organisms-exchange-substances-with-their-environment
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/as-and-a-level/biology-7401-7402/subject-content/genetic-information,-variation-and-relationships-between-organisms
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/as-and-a-level/biology-7401-7402/subject-content/genetic-information,-variation-and-relationships-between-organisms
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/as-and-a-level/biology-7401-7402/subject-content/energy-transfers-in-and-between-organisms-a-level-only
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/as-and-a-level/biology-7401-7402/subject-content/energy-transfers-in-and-between-organisms-a-level-only
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/as-and-a-level/biology-7401-7402/subject-content/organisms-respond-to-changes-in-their-internal-and-external-environments-a-level-only
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/as-and-a-level/biology-7401-7402/subject-content/organisms-respond-to-changes-in-their-internal-and-external-environments-a-level-only
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/as-and-a-level/biology-7401-7402/subject-content/genetics,-populations,-evolution-and-ecosystems-a-level-only
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/as-and-a-level/biology-7401-7402/subject-content/genetics,-populations,-evolution-and-ecosystems-a-level-only


Paper 2: Any content from topics 5-8, including relevant practical skills  Written exam: 
91 marks, 2 hours, 35% of A-level 76 marks: short and long answer questions and 15 
marks: comprehension question  
Paper 3: Any content from topics 1-8, including relevant practical skills  Written exam: 
78 marks, 2 hours, 30% of A-level 38 marks: structured questions, including practical 
techniques; 15 marks: critical analysis of given experimental data; 25 marks: one essay 
from a choice of two titles 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                  
Business Studies 

 
       Exam Board:  Edexcel          Specification: 9BS0 

 

 

About this subject 

A level Business aims to enable students to develop a critical understanding of 
organisations and their ability to meet society’s needs and wants; to understand that 
business behaviour can be studied from a range of perspectives, to generate enterprising 
and creative approaches to business opportunities, problems and issues and to be aware 
of the ethical dilemmas and responsibilities faced by organisations and individuals.  
Students acquire a range of relevant business and generic skills, including numerical skills, 
decision making, problem solving, the challenging of assumptions and critical analysis. 
Learning in the classroom is supported by a range of workshops, business challenges and 
educational visits. 

Course content 

Theme 1, Marketing and People, develops an understanding of meeting customer needs, 
the market, marketing mix and strategy, managing people and entrepreneurs and leaders. 
Theme 2, Managing Business activities, develops an understanding of raising finance, 
financial planning, managing finance, resource management and external influences such 
as the economy, the environment, ethics and the law. 
Theme 3, Business decisions and strategy, develops the concepts introduced in Theme 2. 
Students will develop an understanding of business objectives and strategy, business 
growth, decision-making techniques, influences on business decisions, assessing 
competitiveness and managing change. 
Theme 4, Global business, This theme develops the concepts introduced in Theme 1. 
Students will develop an understanding of globalization, global markets and business 
expansion, global marketing and global industries and companies (multinational 
corporations). 

Component details 

Paper 1 will assess marketing, people and global businesses. Questions will be drawn from 
Themes 1 and 4, and from local, national and global contexts. The paper comprises two 
sections. Students answer all questions from both sections. Sections A and B each 
comprise one data response question broken down into 
a number of parts, including one extended open-response question. The exam is 2 hours 
long, it has 100 marks and it represented 35% of the examination. 
Paper 2 will assess business finance and operations, business decisions and strategy. 
Questions will be drawn from Themes 2 and 3, and from local, national and global 
contexts. It has the same structure as paper 1, is 2 hours long, has 100 marks and 
represents 35% of the examination 
Paper 3 will assess content across all four themes. Questions will be drawn from 
local, national and global contexts. 
For Paper 3, is based on a pre-released material which students have the opportunity to 
research and discuss in lessons. The question paper will be in two sections. The first section 



will focus on the broad context provided.  The second section will focus on at least one 
strand within the context provided, such as a particular business. Each section will contain 
additional information to the pre release material. Students are required to apply their 
knowledge and understanding from Themes 1, 2, 3 and 4 and their understanding of the 
broad context to this evidence. Students cannot take any of their research or investigation 
data carried out as part of the pre-release into the examination. The examination is 2 hours 
long, has 100 marks and represents 30% of the examination. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                  
CHEMISTRY A-LEVEL 

 
       Exam Board: AQA      Specification: 7404/7405 

 

 

About this subject 

A-level Chemistry is a stepping stone to future study, and allows students to develop the 
skills needed for university. The subject should inspire students, nurture their passion for 
chemistry and lay the groundwork for further study in courses such as chemistry, medicine 
and pharmacy. 
Chemistry is fundamentally an experimental subject, and there are numerous 
opportunities to use practical experiences to link theory to reality, and equip students with 
the essential practical skills they need. 

Course content 

Specification codes: 7404 AS-level; 7405 A-level 
 
Both AS-level and A-level Chemistry will be assessed by terminal examinations in Lower 
and Upper 6. All students will also have to successfully complete a number of required 
practical activities. 
AS-level: Two 1 hour and 30 minutes papers 
A-level: Three 2 hour papers 

Component details 

AS-level paper 1: 80 marks; 50% of the AS; 65 marks of short and long answer questions 
and 15 marks of multiple-choice questions. 
Topics: Atomic structure; Amount of substance; Bonding; Energetics; Chemical equilibria 
and Le Chatelier’s principle; Oxidation, reduction and redox equations; Periodicity; Group 
2; Group 7; Related practical skills. 
AS-level paper 2: 80 marks (as above). 
Topics: Amount of substance; Bonding; Energetics; Kinetics; Chemical equilibria and Le 
Chatelier’s principle; Introduction to organic chemistry; Alkanes; Halogenoalkanes; 
Alkenes; Alcohols; Organic analysis; Related practical skills. 
A-level paper 1: 105 marks; 35% of A-level; short and long answer questions. 
Topics: Atomic structure; Amount of substance; Bonding; Energetics; Chemical equilibria 
and Le Chatelier’s principle; Thermodynamics; Equilibrium constant Kp; Electrode 
potentials and electrochemical cells; Acids and bases; Periodicity; Group 2; Group 7; 
Properties of Period 3 elements and their oxides; Transition metals; Reactions of ions in 
aqueous solutions; Related practical skills. 
A-level paper 2: as paper 1. 
Topics: Amount of substance; Bonding; Energetics; Kinetics; Chemical equilibria and Le 
Chatelier’s principle; Rate equations; Introduction to organic chemistry; Alkanes; 
Halogenoalkanes; Alkenes; Alcohols; Organic analysis; Optical isomerism; Aldehydes and 
ketones; Carboxylic acids and derivatives; Aromatic chemistry; Amines; Polymers; Amino 
acids, proteins and DNA; Organic synthesis; NMR spectroscopy; Chromatography; Related 
practical skills. 



A-level paper 3: 90 marks; 30% of A-level; 40 marks of questions on practical techniques 
and data analysis, 20 marks of questions testing across the specification and 30 marks of 
multiple-choice questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                  
Mandarin Chinese 

 
             Exam Board: Cambridate Pre-U          Specification: 9778 

 

 

About this subject 

Cambridge Pre-U is accepted as equivalent to A level by universities throughout the UK and 
Cambridge Pre-U Mandarin Chinese is unique in that it is particularly well suited to non-
Chinese learners of the language. Its syllabus equips learners who are learning Mandarin 
Chinese as a foreign language with the skills to survive in a Chinese environment. The 
syllabus also provides a stepping stone for university courses in Chinese and Chinese 
studies. Apart from allowing learners to develop their language skills, the syllabus fosters 
an awareness of Chinese culture and history.  The study of Mandarin is an excellent 
complement for pupils who can see themselves one day working in a global context as the 
language can be useful in such areas as business, politics, finance, the law and education.   
This is a two-year course.   
 
Our native Chinese-speaking pupils take the A level with Edexcel.  
 

Course content 
Cambridge Pre-U Mandarin Chinese has been specifically designed to meet the needs of 
foreign 
language learners. A set of topic areas and, unusually for this level, a core vocabulary 
underpin the syllabus. In order only to assess candidates’ ability to read/write Mandarin 
Chinese where those are the skills being tested, questions on listening and reading 
passages are written and answered in English. 
These are the four topics covered in this course, in great depth: 

 Family,  

 Young people,  

 Education   

 Media.  
As well as improving linguistic skills, students study Chinese culture with greater rigour 
than in the younger years and are required to write analytical English-language essays on 
the history and literature of China.  
 

Native Chinese speakers  
Our native Chinese speakers take the Chinese A level. We follow the Edexcel course, which 
includes the topic areas of food; transport, travel and leisure; education and employment; 
and Chinese Festivals. Assessment comprises a six-minute speaking exam (AS), a listening 
and reading exam (AS) and a more challenging paper testing reading, translation, and 
research skills (A2). 

Course Component 
Pupils take four exams in the second year summer as follows:  



Paper 1 - Speaking (on a prepared topic, followed by a general conversation) 20% of the 
course; Paper 2 - Listening, Reading and Translation (30% of the course);  
Paper 3 - Writing and Usage (25% of the course);   
Paper 4 - Chinese Culture (an English-language paper, 25% of the course).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                  
English for Academic Purposes (EAP) 

 
Exam Aims: IELTS 

 

 

About this subject 

Global Aims of the course 
To develop a range of linguistic abilities within a context of ‘academic’ tasks, expanding 
vocabulary significantly and encouraging an awareness of the importance of study skills 
and current topics. 

Course content 

Methodology 
Input from teacher will include academic reading skills, conventions for report and 
discursive essay writing, language and structures that facilitate these such as comparison, 
conditionals, cohesive devices, task-related lexis (verbs of change, verb/adverb, 
adjective/noun patterns etc.) as appropriate. 
 
Lessons are to be topic based, employing reading texts and listening tasks to generate 
discussions and written tasks. 
 
Students to be given level appropriate self-study material (e.g. ‘Recycling your English’) – 
teachers to monitor progress according to scheme of work and ensure that students are 
self marking effectively – this is part of ‘study skills’. 
 
Assessment Methods and Criteria 
Assessment grades are to be based both on work produced through the assessment period 
(1-6) and on timed tasks during assessment weeks. Students are given a copy of the 
assessment criteria, and teachers refer to them in feedback – it is a framework for self-
reflection for students. 
 
Materials 

 Reading – authentic texts selected by teachers. Articles from accessible magazines 
such as ‘BBC Focus’ are effective, as are opinion or comment editorials covering 
current affairs from newspapers. 

 Writing – IELTS-style reports – a wide range of tasks from online sources such as 
IELTS Buddy. 

 Listening – Sections of podcasts are useful and are freely available from BBC and 
other sources. British Council graded listenings may be appropriate for lower level 
students. 

Component details 

Writing 

 Reports based on the graphical representation of information 

 Discursive essays. 
Reading 



 Comprehension of challenging texts on a range of academic topics 

 Application of reading skills such as skimming, scanning, topic sentence recognition, 
identification of opinion and analysis of paragraph structure and other techniques 
to identify writers’ intentions.  

Speaking and Listening 

 Individual presentations 

 Group discussions 

 Awareness of others’ contributions, discourse management and Q/A 

 Note-taking from authentic listening texts. 
Study Skills 

 Attention should be paid to presentation of work, including organization of notes 
and handouts, with systematic recording of new lexis. 

 
External Examination 

 IELTS June to December  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                  
    Economics  

AS and A level 
Edexcel (8/9EBO) 

 

 

About this subject 

Students are introduced to economics through building knowledge of core microeconomic 
and macroeconomic concepts, and by investigating economic theory through real-world 
businesses and the environments in which they operate.  
Breadth and depth of knowledge and understanding with applications to complex concepts 
and models are developed in the second year of study. 
Students need to apply their knowledge and understanding to both familiar and unfamiliar 
contexts in the assessment and demonstrate an awareness of current economic events 
and policies 

Course content 

Theme 1: Markets, consumers and firms 
Students will develop an understanding of: 

 Scarcity, choice and potential conflicts * Enterprise, business and the 

economy 

 Introducing the market    * the role of credit in the economy 

 Market failure and government intervention        * revenue, costs, profits and cash 

Theme 2: The wider economic environment 

 Business growth and competitive advantage        * firms, consumers and elasticities            

of  Demand 

 Productive efficiency    * life in a global community 

 The economic cycle    * introduction to macroeconomic 

policy 

 
Theme 3: The global economy 

 Globalisation    * economic factors in business expansion 

 Impact of globalisation on global companies * global labour markets 

 Impact of globalisation on local and national economies 

 Inequality and redistribution 

Theme 4: Making markets work 

 Competition and market power  * market power and market failure 

 Market failure across the economy  * risk and the financial factor 

 Macroeconomic policies and impact on firms and individuals. 

Component details 

An AS is taken at the end of year one comprising of two 1.5 hr exams from themes 1 and 2. 



The A level comprises of three 2 hr exams taken at the end of year two across all four 
themes. 
They are separate and distinct qualifications. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
English Literature 

 
                    Exam Board:    WJEC Eduqas    Specification: A Level Literature 

 

 

About this subject 

The WJEC Eduqas A level in English literature encourages learners to develop their 
interest in and enjoyment of literature and literary studies as they: 
· read widely and independently both set texts and others that they have selected 
for themselves 
· engage critically and creatively with a substantial body of texts and ways of 
responding to them 
· develop and effectively apply their knowledge of literary analysis and evaluation 
· explore the contexts of the texts they are reading and others’ interpretations of 
them 
· undertake independent and sustained studies to deepen their appreciation and 
understanding of English literature, including its changing traditions. 

Course content 

This specification is based on a conviction that the study of literature should 
encourage enjoyment of literary studies based on an informed personal response to 
a range of texts. It provides learners with an introduction to the discipline of advanced 
literary studies and presents opportunities for reading widely and for making creative 
and informed responses to each of the major literary genres of poetry, prose and 
drama. 

Component details 

This specification offers three components in discrete genres of study: poetry, drama 
and prose to allow learners to focus on the conventions and traditions of each genre 
in turn. A further component offers unseen prose and poetry to allow learners to 
focus separately on applying the skills of literary analysis acquired during the course 
as a whole. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                  
ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES 

 
Exam Board: AQA          Specification: 7446 

 

 

About this subject 

The key scientific principles of the subject will be developed throughout the course, using 
examples to illustrate these whenever appropriate. 
Environmental science is a holistic subject with many interconnected systems and 
processes. A change to one process can affect many other processes over different spatial 
and temporal scales. 
Consideration of environmental issues and the conclusions reached should be based on 
reliable evidence-based information and quantitative data. 
Students should develop an understanding of how human society relies upon natural 
systems for resources and life support systems. 
An understanding of these systems should be used to propose changes in society that 
would produce sustainable lifestyles. 

Course content 

The qualification is linear, and students will sit their terminal examination at the end of the 
course. 
Assessment: One 3 hour written exam. 

Component details 

Paper 1: 3 hours; 120 marks; 100% of AS 
Conditions for life on Earth. 
Conservation of biodiversity. 
Life processes in the Biosphere and conservation planning. 
The atmosphere. 
The hydrosphere. 
Mineral resources. 
Biogeochemical cycles. 
Soils. 
Research methods. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                  
Extended Project Qualification 

 
Exam Board:  AQA 

 

 

About this subject 

The EPQ will allow you to: 
• Extend your planning, research and presentation skills 
• Develop & improve your own learning and performance as critical, reflective and 

independent learners 
• Apply decision-making, and where appropriate demonstrate problem solving skills 
• Learn to apply these skills creatively, and so take the initiative.  
• Have the opportunity to show enterprise. 
• Become more confident as an e-learner, using technology to enhance your studies 

Course content 

YOU WILL: 
1. Choose a topic to study 
2. Complete a production log to document the project process. 
3. Plan, research and carry out your project. 
4. Be guided and monitored by your tutor. 
5. Prepare a presentation which evaluates your outcome at the end of the process. 
 

Component details 

YOU WILL: 
• Complete a set of record sheets that form the Production Log. 
• Have regular mentor meetings. 
• Your project will be one of the following where you will: 
1. Produce a written report (5000 words)  

           OR 
2. Produce a piece of art / DT (an artefact) with a 1000-word written report alongside 

           OR 
3. Produce a recording or a performance with a 1000-word written report alongside 

           OR 
4. Give a presentation (10 mins compulsory) with a 1000-word written report 

alongside 
 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                  
French 

 
         Exam Board: Edexcel. Specification: GCE French 2014 

 

 

About this subject 

The A-level specification builds on the knowledge, understanding and skills gained at GCSE. 
It constitutes an integrated study with a focus on language, culture and society. It fosters a 
range of transferable skills including communication, critical thinking, research skills and 
creativity, which are valuable to the individual and society. The content is suitable for 
students who wish to progress to employment or further study, including a modern 
languages degree. 
The specification has been designed to be studied over two years. The suggestions below 
relating to content for year one and content for year two are based on the knowledge that 
the course will generally be taken over two years. Schools and colleges are free to choose 
how and when to cover the content. 
 

Course content 

Students will develop their knowledge and understanding of themes relating to the culture 
and society of countries where French is spoken, and their language skills. They will do this 
by using authentic spoken and written sources in French. 
The choice of works (literary texts and films) offers opportunities to link with the themes so 
that for example Life for the marginalised could be studied in conjunction with the book No 
et moi whilst aspects of Politics and immigration are reflected in the book Kiffe kiffe 
demain and in the films La Haine and Entre les murs. Students following this specification 
will develop their language knowledge, understanding and skills through: 
•• using language spontaneously to initiate communication; ask and answer questions; 
express 
thoughts and feelings; present viewpoints; develop arguments; persuade; analyse and 
evaluate in 
speech and writing, including interaction with speakers of French 
•• applying knowledge of pronunciation, morphology and syntax, vocabulary and idiom to 
communicate accurately and coherently, using a range of expression – including the list of 
grammar in this specification. 
•• using language-learning skills and strategies, including communication strategies such as 
adjusting the message, circumlocution, self-correction and repair strategies 
•• listening and responding to spoken passages including some extended passages from a 
range 
of different contexts and sources, adapted as necessary, covering different registers and 
types, including authentic communication involving one or more speakers 
•• reading and responding to a variety of texts including some extended texts written for 
different purposes and audiences drawn from a range of authentic sources, including 
contemporary, historical and literary, fiction and non-fiction texts, adapted as necessary 
•• understanding the main points, gist and detail from spoken and written material 



•• inferring meaning from complex spoken and written material, including factual and 
abstract content 
•• assimilating and using information from spoken and written sources, including material 
from online media 
•• summarising information from spoken and written sources, reporting key points and 
subject matter in speech and writing 
•• translating an unseen passage from French into English 
•• translating an unseen passage from English into French. 
Students must also study either one book and one film or two books from the lists in this 
specification. 
They must appreciate, analyse and be able to respond critically in writing in French to the 
work they 
have studied. Their understanding of the work must include a critical appreciation of the 
concepts and issues covered and a critical and analytical response to features such as the 
form and the technique of presentation as appropriate to the work studied (eg the effect 
of narrative voice in a prose text or camera-work in a film). 
In addition, students following this specification will: 
•• develop research skills in French, demonstrating the ability to initiate and conduct 
individual research on a subject of personal interest, relating to the country or countries 
where French is spoken. 
•• identify a key question or subject of interest and select relevant information in French 
from a range of authentic sources, including the internet 
•• use information to illustrate knowledge and understanding of the research subject 
•• analyse and summarise research findings, elaborating on key points of interest, as 
appropriate, through oral presentation and discussion. 
 

Component details 

Paper 1:  
rHow it’s assessed 
•• Written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes 
•• 100 marks 
•• 50 % of A-level 
Questions 
•• Listening and responding to spoken passages from a range of contexts and sources 
covering 
different registers and adapted as necessary. Material will include complex factual and 
abstract content and questions will target main points, gist and detail. Studio recordings 
will 
be used and students will have individual control of the recording.All questions are in 
French, to be answered with non-verbal responses or in French (30 marks). 
•• Reading and responding to a variety of texts written for different purposes, drawn from 
a range 
of authentic sources and adapted as necessary. Material will include complex factual and 
abstract content and questions will target main points, gist and detail. 
All questions are in French, to be answered with non-verbal responses or in French (50 
marks). 
•• Translation into English; a passage of minimum 100 words (10 marks). 



•• Translation into French; a passage of minimum 100 words (10 marks). 
No access to a dictionary during the assessment. 2: Writing 
Paper 2: writing2: Writing 
What’s assessed 
•• One text and one film or two texts from the 
list set in the specification 
•• Grammar 
How it’s assessed 
•• Written exam: 2 hours 
•• 80 marks in total 
•• 20 % of A-level 
Questions 
•• Either one question in French on a set text from a choice of two questions and 
one question in French on a set film from a choice of two questions or two questions 
in French on set texts from a choice of two questions on each text. 
•• All questions will require a critical appreciation of the concepts and issues 
covered in the work and a critical and analytical response to features such as the 
form and the technique of presentation, as appropriate to the work studied (eg the 
effect of narrative voice in a prose text or camera work in a film). 
No access to texts or films during the assessment. 
No access to a dictionary during the assessment. 
Students are advised to write approximately 300 words per essay. 
 
Paper 3: Speaking 
 
What’s assessed 
•• Individual research project 
•• One of four sub-themes ie Aspects of French-speaking society: current trends, 
Aspects of French-speaking society: current issues, Artistic culture in the French speaking 
world,  
Aspects of political life in the French-speaking world 
 
How it’s assessed 
•• Oral exam: 21 – 23 minutes (including 
5 minutes preparation time) 
•• 60 marks in total 
•• 30 % of A-level 
Questions 
•• Discussion of a sub-theme with the discussion based on a stimulus card 
(5 – 6 minutes). The student studies the card for 5 minutes at the start of the test 
(25 marks). 
•• Presentation (2 minutes) and discussion (9 – 10 minutes) of individual research project 
(35 marks). 
No access to a dictionary during the assessment (including 5 minutes preparation). 
Students may take the assessment only once before certification. 
Assessments will be conducted by either the centre or a visiting examiner and marked by 
an AQA examiner. 



                                                  

AS / A2 Further Mathematics 

 

Exam Board:   Pearson (Edexcel) 

 

 

About this subject 

To study this course you must also study AS / A2 mathematics to the same level.  Further 

mathematics build on AS / A2 knowledge, explores and questions the students current 

understanding.  Is there a solution to a negative square root, what is infinity and the 

underlying principles of proof.  There are many reasons for studying mathematics beyond 

the traditional A level, from pure interest in the subject to being a compulsory university 

requirement for most STEM subjects.  You will be expected to make connections between 

different topics, use a wide variety of techniques to solve problems.  You will learn how to 

proof is used to support a theorem, the basis of mathematics.  A student wishing to study 

further mathematics will need to display enthusiasm and dedication to meet the needs of 

this demanding course. 

Course content 

The courses are divided into three main areas of study; 

Pure mathematics - this covers advanced algebra, trigonometry and calculus.  Once you 

have mastered the basic skills you will apply your knowledge to a wide variety of problem 

solving tasks. 

Applied mathematics - this is divided into two modules which will vary according to 

students preferences.  Typically students will study discrete mathematics and further 

statistics.  Students also taking physics may prefer to study further mechanics.  Discrete 

mathematics involves the study of algorithms used in computer programming, networks 

and optimisation.  Students who intend to follow a career in computer programming will 

find this module particularly useful.  Further statistics investigates how different 

distributions are used, how to predict probabilities and how reliable those predictions are.  

For those looking to study further mechanics, you will extend your understanding of 

collisions to include elastics collisions, study harmonic motion and forces associated with 

circular motion amongst others. Assessment is through a series of three public 

examinations normally sat after Easter.  

 



                                                  
GEOGRAPHY 

 
                      Exam Board:   OCR          Specification: AS H081 A Level H481 

 

 

About this subject 

Inspiring a love of geography for lifelong learning – Drawing on issues that are relevant to a 
student’s own learning of the subject in a variety of contexts. 
A focus on fieldwork – Our AS and A Level Geography specifications have been designed to 
strengthen geographical and fieldwork skills gained at GCSE and delve more deeply into 
content. 
Relevant and contemporary – In creating these modern new specifications we’ve liaised 
with teachers, subject associations such as the Geographical Association, higher education, 
employers and consultants. 
A more personalised choice – The non-examined assessment at A level is a great 
opportunity for students to investigate an area of the specification that interests them. 
 
 

Course content 

 
AS: Coastal landscapes– how can coastal landscapes be viewed as systems, how are coastal 
landforms developed? How do these landscapes evolve over time? How does human 
activity cause change within the coastal landscape system? 
Changing spaces, making places – identity, socio-economic and political profiles, 
perceptions of place, how socio inequalities change in places, how are places created 
Disease dilemmas – global patterns of disease and factors affecting, links between disease 
and levels of economic development, how effectively are non-communicable and 
communicable diseases dealt with? To what extent can diseases be predicted and 
mitigated against? Can disease ever be fully eradicated? 
Two days of field work (one on coasts, one on places) 
 
A2 the above and… 
Earth’s life support systems – how important are water and carbon to life on earth? How 
do water and carbon cycles operate in contrasting locations? How much change occurs 
over time in these cycles? To what extent are water and carbon cycles linked?  
Global migration – what are the contemporary patterns of global migration? Why has 
migration become increasingly complex? What are the issues associated with unequal 
flows of global migration?  
Powers and borders – what is meant by sovereignty and territorial integrity? What are the 
contemporary challenges to sovereign state authority? What is the role of global 
governance in conflict? How effective is global governance of sovereignty and territorial 
integrity? 
Hazardous earth – what is the evidence for continental drift and plate tectonics? What are 
the main hazards generated by volcanic activity? What are the main hazards generated by 



seismic activity? What are the implications of living in a tectonically active location? What 
measures are available to help people cope with living in tectonically active zones?  
Independent investigation – an independent project investigating any area of the course 
that is of interest. This is excellent opportunity to write independently before university 
and to apply what we’ve learnt in their local area or vicinity. This will be started after the 
AS exams and primary data will be collected over the summer vacation. 
 
 

Component details 

AS 
Landscape and place  – 55% 
Geographical debates – 45% 
 
A2 
Physical Systems – 22% 
Human interactions – 22% 
Geographical debates – 36% 
Independent investigation – 20% 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                  

History 
 

Exam Board:   Edexcel 
 

 

About this subject 

History A-level requires quite a lot of reading, and students are required to write exam 
answers  in essay form. Students are also expected to read sources in their exams, and 
blend such sources with their learned knowledge. History is a subject which is well-
regarded; it is traditional, and requires discernment and intelligence. It is, furthermore, a 
subject where social conditions are considered, alongside political and economic issues. 
There are many visual aids for History, and the modern courses chosen below, are all 
covered well by TV programmes and films. 
 

Course content 

 
Option 1H: Britain Transformed, 1918-97: the political landscape, economic challenges, the 
welfare state, social class, women, race & immigration, popular culture, leisure & travel. 
 
Option 2H.1, USA: Boom, bust & recovery. Boom and crash, 1920-29, Depression & New 
Deal, 1929-38, Impact and WW2, transformation of the USA, 1945-55. 
 
Option 34.2: Poverty, public health & the state, 1780-1939: changes in public health in 
Britain. The Poor Law Amendment Act 1832, Self-Help & Charity, Social welfare reform, the 
Dole and Depression, 1920-1939. 
 
Unit 4: Coursework based on a historical controversy. 
 

Component details 

 
There are three public exams, based on the first three units shown above. 
In addition, there is a coursework. Students have a short series of lessons, then must read 
approximately six books, and write an essay of about 3000- 4000 words. Their essay should 
illustrate both sides of a historical controversy. 
 

 

 



                                                  

Mathematics 

Exam Board:   Pearson (Edexcel) 

 

 

About this subject 

In today's technologically rich environment, mathematics is an essential skill required by 

many universities and employers alike.  Mathematics at advanced level is not simply 

'numbers and algebra', it is about logical thought, problem solving and embraces many 

transferrable skills.  The AS (first year) course is a stand alone level 3 qualification.  

Following completion of the AS course, students can continue their second year studies to 

earn a full A level.  Today, many university courses have a compulsory requirement for 

students to have an A level in mathematics.  Whatever your reason for considering this 

course, you will find study demanding and challenging, you will be introduced to new ideas 

that appear to defy the rules you have  previously learnt. 

Course content 

The courses are divided into three main areas of study; 

Pure mathematics - this covers advanced algebra, trigonometry and calculus.  Once you 

have mastered the basic skills you will apply your knowledge to a wide variety of problem 

solving tasks. 

Applied mathematics - this is divided into statistics and mechanics.  The statistics 

component reviews your current understanding of terms such as 'averages, range etc' and 

explores different data classifications.  You develop your knowledge of probability and will 

learn how different probability distributions are used to influence decisions.  The 

mechanics component looks at modelling simple linear motion, collisions and forces.  This 

component has some features in common with physics, but the mathematical modelling 

process greatly reduces the complexity. 

Assessment is through a series of three public examinations normally sat after Easter.   

 

 

 

 



 

                                                  
Photography 

 
Exam Board:   AQA 

 

 

About this subject 

Aims of the A level Photography course: 
To provide students with the ability to: 
• explore elements of visual language, line, form, colour, pattern and texture in the context 
of photography  
• have awareness of intended audience or purpose for their chosen area(s) of photography  
• respond to an issue, theme, concept or idea, or work to a brief or answer a need in 
photography  
• have an appreciation of viewpoint, composition, aperture, depth of field, shutter speed 
and movement  
• make appropriate use of the camera, film, lenses, filters and lighting for work in their 
chosen area(s) of photography  
• understand various techniques related to the production of photographic images and, 
where appropriate, presentation and layout. 

Course content 

Students are required to work in one or more areas of study:  - they may explore 
overlapping areas and combinations of areas: • portraiture • landscape photography 
(working from the urban, rural and/or coastal environment) • still life photography 
(working from objects or from the natural world) • documentary photography, 
photojournalism • fashion photography • experimental imagery • multimedia • 
photographic installation • moving image (video, film, animation). 
Students are introduced to a variety of experiences that explore a range of photographic 
media, techniques and processes. They are made aware of both traditional and new 
technologies.  

Component details 

AS LEVEL Photography 
The AS specification is designed to be taken over one or two years with assessment taken 
at the end of the course.  
Component 1: Portfolio of work – this is made up of one extended project and a selection 
of work that may be based on: set tasks, workshops or museum/gallery visits. 
Coursework = 60% of the total grade and is marked by the centre and moderated by AQA 
during a visit to the centre. Visits will normally take place in June. 
Component 2: Externally set assignment: A series of 5 – 7 questions/starting points are set 
on an exam paper by AQA. Students receive the paper sometime in February of their final 
year of study and are given a preparatory period which culminates in ten hours of 
supervised time usually done over a two day period.  



Externally set assignment = 40% of the total grade and is marked by the centre and 
moderated by AQA during a visit to the centre. Visits will normally take place in June. 
A LEVEL Photography 
The A Level specification is designed to be taken over two years with assessment taken at 
the end of the course.  
Component 1: Personal investigation. This is an in-depth visual study with the theme/topic 
selected by the student which must be supported by written work of 3000 words. 
Coursework = 60% of total grade and is marked by the centre and moderated by AQA 
during a visit to the centre. Visits will normally take place in June.  
Component 2: Externally set assignment: An exam paper with a selection of 7 
questions/starting points is given to the students in the February of their final year. There 
is a preparatory period culminating in a fifteen hour supervised time usually divided over 
three days.  
Externally set assignment = 40% of total grade and is marked by the centre and moderated 
by AQA during a visit to the centre. Visits normally take place in June. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                  
Politics 

 
Exam Board: Edexcel 

 

 

About this subject 

Government & Politics is a popular subject. It is favoured by universities because it is 
challenging, requires intelligent thinking and good essay skills. It includes a lot of current 
affairs. We are able to watch recent news items and TV programmes regularly. We usually 
visit Parliament to witness debate in action, and students meet our MP when she comes in 
to talk and debate with them. We also attend an A-level event where the most famed 
politicians in Britain speak and answer students’ questions. 
 

Course content 

Unit 1: 6GP01 People & Politics 
Unit 2: 6GO02 Governing the UK 
Unit 3: 6GP03 UK Political Issues 
Unit 4: 6GP04 EU Political Issues 
 

Component details 

 
Unit 1: Democracy, Political parties, Elections and Pressure Groups.                                         
The Unit 2: Constitution, Parliament, Prime Minister and Cabinet, Judiciary. (AS: 1 year’s 
teaching). 
Unit 3: Key themes in Political Analysis: A, UK political issues, c.1997 to the present. 
Unit 4: Extended themes in Political Analysis: EU Political Issues. (Units 3 & 4= 1 year’s 
teaching) 
 
Students are expected to answer essays in all the exams. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                  
SPANISH 

 
    Exam Board: AQA           Specification: 7692 

    
 

 

About this subject 

This qualification is linear, which means that scholars will sit all their exams at the end of 
the course. The course has been designed to be studied over two years. 

 
 A-Level Spanish builds on the knowledge, understanding and skills gained at GCSE. 
It constitutes an integrated study with a focus on language, culture and society. It fosters a 
range of transferable skills including communication, critical thinking, research skills and 
creativity, which are valuable to the individual and society. The content is suitable for 
scholars who wish to progress to employment or to further study, including a modern 
languages degree. 
 The approach is a focus on how Spanish-speaking society has been shaped socially 
and culturally and how it continues to change. 

 In the first year, aspects of the social context are studied, together with aspects of the 
artistic life of Spanish-speaking countries. 

 In the second year further aspects of the social background are covered, this time 
focusing on matters associated with multiculturalism. Scholars also study aspects of the 
political landscape including the future of political life in the Hispanic world by focusing 
on young people and their political engagement. 

 Scholars will develop their knowledge and understanding of themes relating to the 
culture and society of countries where Spanish is spoken, and their language skills. They 
will do this by using authentic spoken and written sources in Spanish. 
 The choice of works (literary texts and films) offers opportunities to link with the 
themes so that, for example, the play La casa de Bernarda Alba could be linked to the sub-
theme Modern and traditional values while the film Volver could be connected to the sub-
theme Equal rights. 
 

Course content 

 
1. Social issues and trends 

 Aspects of Hispanic society 

 Multiculturalism in Hispanic society 
2. Political and artistic culture 

 Artistic culture in the Hispanic world 

 Aspects of political life in the Hispanic world 
3. Grammar 

 Scholars will be expected to have studied the grammatical system and structures of 
the language during their course. Knowledge of the grammar and structures 
specified for GCSE is assumed. 



 In the exam students will be required to use, actively and accurately, grammar and 
structures appropriate to the tasks set, knowledge of both its forms and its 
functions at an appropriate level of accuracy and complexity. 

4. Works: Literary texts and films 
Students must study either one text and one film or two texts from the list below.  
Literature 
• Federico García Lorca La casa de Bernarda Alba 
• Gabriel García Márquez Crónica de una muerte anunciada 
• Laura Esquivel Como agua para chocolate 
• Ramón J. Sender Réquiem por un campesino español 
• Carlos Ruiz Zafón La sombra del viento 
• Isabel Allende La casa de los espíritus 
• Gustavo Adolfo Bécquer Rimas 
• Fernando Fernán-Gómez Las bicicletas son para el verano 
• Luis de Castresana El otro árbol de Guernica 
• Gabriel García Márquez El coronel no tiene quien le escriba 
Films 
• El laberinto del fauno Guillermo del Toro (2006) 
• Ocho apellidos vascos Emilio Martínez-Lázaro (2014) 
• María, llena eres de gracia Joshua Marston (2004) 
• Volver Pedro Almodóvar (2006) 
• Abel Diego Luna (2010) 
• Las 13 rosas Emilio Martínez-Lázaro (2007) 

Component details 

 

PAPER 1: LISTENING, READING AND WRITING 
 

What's assessed 
 Aspects of Hispanic society 
 Artistic culture in the Hispanic world 
 Multiculturalism in Hispanic society 
 Aspects of political life in Hispanic society 
 Grammar 

 

How it's assessed 
 Written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes 
 100 marks 
 50% of A-level  

 

Questions 
 Listening and responding to spoken passages from a range of contexts and sources 

covering different registers and adapted as necessary. Material will include 
complex factual and abstract content and questions will target main points, gist 
and detail. Studio recordings will be used and students will have individual control 
of the recording. 



All questions are in Spanish, to be answered with non-verbal responses or in Spanish (30 
marks) 

 Reading and responding to a variety of texts written for different purposes, drawn 
from a range of authentic sources and adapted as necessary. Material will include 
complex factual and abstract content and questions will target main points, gist 
and detail.  

All questions are in Spanish, to be answered with non-verbal responses or in Spanish (50 
marks) 

 Translation into English; a passage of minimum 100 words (10 marks) 
 Translation into Spanish; a passage of minimum 100 words (10 marks). 

 
No access to a dictionary during the assessment.  

   
 

PAPER 2: WRITING 
 

What's assessed 
 One text and one film or two texts from the list set in the specification 
 Grammar 

 

How it's assessed 
 Written exam: 2 hours 
 80 marks in total 
 20% of A-level  

 

Questions 
 Either one question in Spanish on a set text from a choice of two questions and 

one question in Spanish on a set film from a choice of two questions or two 
questions in Spanish on set texts from a choice of two questions on each text. 

 All questions will require a critical appreciation of the concepts and issues covered 
in the work and a critical and analytical response to features such as the form and 
the technique of presentation, as appropriate to the work studied (eg the effect of 
narrative voice in a prose text or camera work in a film). 

No access to texts or films during the assessment. 
No access to a dictionary during the assessment. 
Students are advised to write approximately 300 words per essay. 

  

PAPER 3: SPEAKING 
 

What's assessed 
 Individual research project 
 One of four sub-themes ie Aspects of Hispanic society or Artistic culture in the 

Hispanic world or Multiculturalism in Hispanic society or Aspects of political life in 
Hispanic society 

 



How it's assessed 
 Oral exam: 21–23 minutes (including 5 minutes preparation time) 
 60 marks in total 
 30% of A-level 

 

Questions 
 Discussion of a sub-theme with the discussion based on a stimulus card (5–6 

minutes). The student studies the card for 5 minutes at the start of the test (25 
marks). 

 Presentation (2 minutes) and discussion (9–10 minutes) of individual research 
project (35 marks). 

 
No access to a dictionary during the assessment (including 5 minutes preparation).  
Students may take the assessment only once before certification. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                  
Global Perspectives & Research 

 
Exam Board:    CIE 

 

 

About this subject 

It is a skills based course that encourages you to think and explore global issues. It offers 
learners the chance to enhance their critical thinking, problem solving, research, 
communication and collaboration skills.  

Course content 

There are three key elements at AS; a 
written paper, an individual research 
essay and a team project. The Team 
project will focus on a local issues that 
has global connections, and will involve 
an individual presentation and a written 
reflection which are both assessed. The 
essay can be written on the candidate’s 
choice of topic and will be externally 
assessed. The written paper is likely to 
cover three of the following topics; 
Alternatives to oil 
Architectural priorities 
Arts in an international context 
Biodiversity 
Changing national identities 
Climate change 
Cultural heritage 
Endangered cultures 
Ethical foreign policies 
Ethics and economics of food 
Gender issues 
Genetic engineering 
Global economic activity 
Impact of the internet 
Industrial pollution 
International law 
International sport 
Medical ethics and priorities 
Migration and work 
Political systems 
Religious-secular divide 
Rise of global superpowers 
Standard of living/quality of life 

Sustainable futures 
Technology and lifestyles 
Tourism 
Transnational organizations (e.g. UN, 
EU, NATO) 
Transport 
Urbanisation 



Component details 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 


